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T  HE 


HISTORY 


OF    THE 


I  S  L  E  of  M  A  N 


BETWEEN  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  there 
is  ftretched  out  a  confiderable  Ifland  from  N. 
to  S.  about  30  Italian  Miles  in  Length,  but 
where  wideft  not  above  15  in  Breadth.  The  feve- 
ral  antient  Writers  have  given  it  various  Names: 
By  Cafar,  it  is  called  Mona  ;  by  Ptolemy,  Motiada-y 
by  Pliny,  Monabia;  and  the  fame  Variety  appears  in 
fuch  of  our  modern  Authors  as  make  Mention  cf  it. 
Tt  was  firfl  inhabited  by  the  Britons,  then  by  the 
Scots  or  Pidh,  and  afterwards  by  the  Norwegians, 
who  had  it  in  their  PoflcfTion  a  long  Time.  It  fince 
paffed  through  a  ftrange  Diverfity  of  Revohitions, 
and  at  length,  fell  into  the  Hands  of  the  EngVtfl}  a- 
boBt  the  latter  End  of  Edward  the  Firft,  and  re- 
mains at  this  Day  under  their  Jurifdi£lion.  It  has 
had  feveral Lords;  fuch  generally  as  had  ihegreatell 
Jntereft  in  our  Princes;  until  the  Grant  thereof,  to- 
gether with  the  Patronage  of  it's  Bifhoprick,  was 
A  2  •  made 


made  to  Sir  fo^n  Smnley,  and  his  Heirs,  by  King- 
Henry  the  Fourth. 

Thus  far  the  Account  given  by  Mr.  Molt,  in  his 
Compleat  Geographer ,  may  be  depended  on  ;  but  he 
is  guilty  of  a  grofs  Miftake,  in  faying  the  Soil  is 
extremely  fruitful,  and  produces  Wheat,  Rye  and 
Barley  in  fuch  Plenty,  thatit  not  only  furnilhes  the 
Inhabitants,  but  likewife  allows  great  Quantities  to 
bte  exported.  Whereas  it  is  noterioufly  known, 
that  the  little  Wheat  they  have  is  fobad,  that  thofe- 
who  eat  Bread  made  of  it  have  Corn  brought  fram 
England  or  Ireland.  As  for  Rye^  I  never  faw  any 
there.  Barley  for  the  moft  ParWhey  hav€  enough 
of,  to  make  Malt  for  themfelves,  but  never  to  fend 
Abroad.  Oats  are  their  chief  Produce,  of  which 
they  make  Bread,  as  alfo  of  Potatoes;  the  Land 
affording  fuch  Abundance,,  that  Fields  of  them  are 
as  common  as  Grafs. 

As  to  the  Seafons.  three  Paru  q{  the  Year  i§  Wjrv- 
ter,  «t>u  the  vaft  Qjanttiy  of  Snow  and  Rain,  that 
js  alrnoft  continually  falling,  fwelU  the  Rivers  to  that 
Degree  that  they  frequently  overflow  the  Lands, 
and  do  much  Damage;  great  Numbers  of  fmall 
Cattle,  fuch  as  Sheep,  Goats,  and  Hogs,  being  }oft 
in  them.  Notwithftanding  this,  the  Air  is  very 
wholefome,  the  Plague  nor  any  other  contagious 
Diftemper  having  never  beefl  known  there,  and  the 
People  generally  live  to  a  very  great  Age. 

The  Black  Cattle  of  this  Ifland  are  excellently 
good,  but  fmall,  as  alfo  their  Sheep;  it  abounds  in 
Hogs  and  Goats,  Kid  being  as  commonly  eat  there 
as  Lamb  in  Ireland.  They  have  great  Store  of  Poul- 
try of  all  Sorts,  except  Turkics,  which  being  hard 
to  rear,  are  not  to  be  found  but  in  particular  Fami- 
lies. The  near  Neighbourhood  of  thg*Sea,  and  the 
Number  of  Rivers,  afford  very  fine  Fifti  ©f  all  Kinds, 

*      hut 
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{»ut  efpecIaUy  Salmon  and  Cod:  tho*  Herrinsrs  urt 
the  chief  Food  of  the  poor  People,  which  are  failed- 
up  in  the  Seafon  to  laft  for  the  Whole  Year. 

The  Ifland  being  very  rocky,  the  Buildings  are 
moftly  Stone,  I  mean  thofe  which  are  inhabited  by 
the  Gentry,  as  for  th''  others,  they  are  no  more  than 
Cabins  built  with  Sods,  and  covered  with  the  fame, 
except  a  few  belonging  to  the  better  Sort  of  Far- 
mers, which  are  thatched  with  Straw:  but  in  the- 
-midft  of  the  utniofl  Irregularity,  they  have  two 
Conveniencies,  which  fometimts  the  belt  ordered 
Woufes  cannot  boaft  of,  the  fir  eft  Brooks  in  thfe 
World  running  continually  near  them,  and  Turf, 
which  makes  a  very  fwcet  Firing,  at  their  very 
Doors.  Their  Towns  are  fix  in  Number,  and 
called,  I.  CaJi/e-TowHf  or  Ridffln.  1.  Douf^las.  3. 
PeelyOxPile.  4.  Ram/ay.  ^.  Balki/alli.  6.Mtiguir/s^ 
or  New-Ton.-}!. 

Of  thefe  I  fhall  give  a  particular  X)efcription, 
having  fpent  a  great  deal  of  Time  in  examining 
feveral  Curiofities  and  Antiquities  which  I  believe 
no  Author  has  )et  ever  treated  on,  but  arc  very 
worthy  of  Obfervation.     And  h\{i  oi  CaJi/e-Town, 

It  is  the  ^Vlctropolis  of  thellland,  and  the  Place 
where  mod  of  the  Perfoiis  of  any  Note  chufe  to 
have  their  Refidence,  becaufe  the  Governor  keeps 
his  Court  in  it;  the  CM>le  is  a  fine  antlent  Building, 
and  has  been  honour-^d  wi»h  the  Prefence  of  feveral 
of  the  Loids  of  ALin.  The  Coiitts  of  Judicature? 
are  alfo  kept  here,  .and  what  Records  of  the  III  ind 
are  ftill  regaining;  but  the  greatefl:  Part  of  them-, 
in  troublefome  Times,  were  carried  av^/ay  by  the 
Nortues^ians,  urA  depouted  among  the  Archives  f>f 
the  Biiliops  of  Druiiton  in  Norway,  where  they  fiiH 
remain;  tho  3?Pew  Ye-irs  fincp,  Mr.  St  ei>//fnfo't,  An 
eminent,  v/orthy,  and  !?rirned  Mcr^haat  of  "/)«.''•'';;, 
A   3  offci-d 
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offered  the  then  Biftiop  of  Drunton   a  conficferable 
Sum  of  Money  for  the  Purthafe  of  them,  defi^n- 
ing  to  reftore   and  prefent  them  to  the  Ifland,  but 
the  Bifhop  would  not  part  with  them  on  any  Terms. 

The  Abrldger  of  Cambden's  Britannia  makes  Men- 
tion of  a  little  Ifl;  within  this  Town,  where  Pope 
Gregory  the  Fourth  ere£ted  an  Epifcopal  See  ;  but 
at  prefent  there  is  nofuch  Place  to  be  found:  Nor 
is  it  probable  it  can  have  beea  fwallowed  up  by  the 
Sea,  there  being  no  low  Ground,  but  a  high  moun- 
tainous Shore  all  along  that  Part  of  the  Ifland.  He 
huther  fays,  that  among  the  Hebrides,  generally 
leckoned  Foity-fcur  in  Number,  was  the  Ifle  of 
Jona,  lying  between  lla  and  Scotland,  and  called  by 
Bede,  ily  or  Hu;  and  that  there  was  a  Bifhop's  See 
erected  in  Sodor,  a  fmall  Village,  from  which  all 
tlie  Iflanders  took  the  Name  of  Sodorenfes,  being 
ail  contained  in  his  Diocefe.  But  nothing  is  more 
certain  ihan  that  this  Opinion  is  erroneous;  for  the 
Bifhops  of  Man  do  not  take  their  Title  of  Sodvr 
from  the  Ifland  fo  called;  but  from  the  Church  at 
Peel,  called  Ecclefia  Sodorenfes,  dedicated  to  our  Sa- 
Tiour.  This  is  not  only  maintained  by  Archbifliop 
Spotfwood,  and  the  mofl  judicious  Antiquaries  and 
i-jjftorians,  but  by  the  Tradition  of  the  Natives 
Ihemfelves:  Nor  do  I  fee  any  Reafon  to  believe 
the  Bifhops  of  Man  ever  had  any  Jurifdiftion  over 
the  Hebrides,  becaufe,  were  it  fo,  fome  Accounts 
vould  have  been  handed  down  to  Pofterity  by  what 
Means  they  had  loft  It,  and  as  there  is  nothing  \mx. 
the  Name  of  Sodor  to  countenance  that  Opinion, 
the  Objcftior.  againfl;  it  may  eafily  be  anfwcred  by 
v\hat  I  have  faid. 

The   great  Officers   of  the   ffland  are,  firft,  the 
Governory  who,  under  the    Lord  of  Man,  has   the 
tntire  Command  of  it;   fecondly,  the  two  Deemp- 
fers^  who  are  the  Judges  in  Matters  Civil  and  Cri- 
minal; 
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minal ;  thirdly,  the  ComptroUtr,  who  calls  the  Re- 
ceiver General  to  an  Account;  and  fourthly,  the 
Reeeiver  General^  in  whofe  Hands  all  the  inferior 
CoUeftors  depofite  the  Rents  due  to  the  Lord. 

Juft  at  the  Entrance  of  the  Caftle  is  a  great  Stone 
Chair  for  the  Governor,  and  two  leffer  for  the 
Deempfters.  Here  they  try  all  Caufes,  except  Ec- 
clefiaftick,  which  are  entirely  under  the  Decifton 
of  the  Bifhop.  When  you  are  paft  this  little  Court, 
ycu  enter  into  along  winding  Paffage  between  two 
high  Walls,  not  much  unlike  wliat  is  defcribed  of 
Rofamond^s  Labyrinth  at  Woodfiock.  In  Cafe  of  an 
Attack,  looooMen  might  be  deftroyed  by  a  very 
few,  in  attempting  to  enter.  The  Extremity  of 
U  bring^s  you  to  a  Rooin  where  the  Keys  (it;  they 
arc  24  in  Number,  and  are  called  the  Parliament ; 
but  in  my  Opinion,  they  more  refemble  our  Juries 
tn  Ireland;  becaufe  the  Burmefs  of  their  Meetings 
is  to  adjuft  Differences  between  the  Common  Peo- 
ple, and  are  locked  in  until  tfcey  have  given  their 
Verdi£^.  They  maybe  faid,  in  this  Senfe,  indeed, 
to  be  fupreme,  judges,  becaule  from  them  there  is 
'tno  Appeal  but  to  the  Lord  hiiufelf. 

A  little  farther  is  an  Apftrtment  which  has  never 
been  opened  in  the  Memory  of  Man  ;  the  Perfons 
belonging  to  the  Cartls  are  very  cautious  in  giving 
any  Reafon  for  it,  but  the  Natives,  who  are  ex- 
ceilively  fuperiiilious,  aflign  thi^;  that  there  is 
fomething  of  Enchantment  in  it.  They  tell  you, 
that  the  Caftle  \v\is,  at  firft,  inhabited  by  Fairies, 
and  afterwards  by  Giants,  ^yho  continued  in  the 
PoffefTion  of  it  until  the  Days  of  Merlin,  who,  by 
the  Force  of  Magic,  diiljdged  the  greateft  Part  of 
them,  and  bound  the  re{\  in  Spells,  which  ihey  be- 
lieve will  be  indilTuluble  to  the  ICnd  of  the  World: 
For  Proof  or  this,  they  tell  vou  a  very  odd  Story  : 
They  fay  there  are  a  great  Nu:nber  of  fine  Apart- 
ments 
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ments  umkr  Ground,  exceeding  In  Magnificence 
any  of  the  upper 'Roonns;  feveral  Men  of  more 
than  ordinary  Courage,  have  in  former  Times  ven- 
tured down  to  explore  the  Secrets  of  this  fubterra-, 
neoas  dwelling  Place,  but  none  of  them  ever  re~ 
turned  to  give  an  Account  of  what  they  faw ;  it  was 
therefore  judged  convenient  that  all  the  Paffes  to  it 
fhould  be  kept  contin-ually  {hut,  that  no  more  might 
fuffer  by  their  Temerity. But  about  an  Hun- 
dred Years  fince,  a  Perfon  who  had  an  uncommon 
Boldnefs  and  Refolution,  never  left  foliicitingf  Per- 
mifTion  of  thofe  who  had  the  Power  to  grant  it,  to 
vifit  thofe  dark  Abodes:  ia  fine  he  gained  his  Re- 
quell:,  went  down,  and  returned  by  the  Help  of  a 
Clue  of  Packthread,  which  he  took  wiih  him,  which 
no  Man  befoie  him  had  ever  done,  and  brough* 
this  amazing  Diicovery,  viz.  That  after  having 
paffed  thro'  a  great  Number  of  Vaults,  became  in- 
to a  long  ni^rrow  Place,  which  the  farther  he  pene- 
trated, he  perceived  he  went  more  and  more  on  a 
Defcent,  till  having  travelled  as  near  as  he  could 
guefs  for  the  fpace  of  a  Mile,  he  began  to  fee  a 
little  Gleam  of  Light,  which  tho'  it  feemed  to 
come  from  a  vaft  Dill.ance,  yet  was  the  moft  delight 
ful  Sight  he  had  ever  behsld  in  his  Life.  Having 
at  length  come  to  the  End  of  that  Lane  of  Dark- 
nefs,  he  perceived  a  very  large  and  magnificent 
Houfe,  illuminated  with,  a  great  many  Candles, 
whence  proceeded  the  Light  juft  now  mentioned  : 
having,  before  he  begun  this  Expedition,  well  for^ 
tified  himfelf  with  Brandy,  he  had  Courage  enough 
to  knock  at  the  Door,  which  a  Servant,  at  the  third 
Knock,  having  open'd,  aflced  him  what  he  wanted  ? 
I  would  go  as  far  as  I  can,  reply'dour  Adventurer; 
be  fo  kind  therefore  to  dire<£t  .iie  he^w  to  accomplifh 
my  DefigH,  for  I  fee  no  PaTacre  but  the  dark  Cavern 
thro'  which  I  came.  The  Servant  told  him,  he 
muft  go  thro'  that  Heufc,  and  accordingly  led  him 
thro' a  long  Entry,  and   out  at   a  Back  l>Dor.     He 

then 
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then  walked  a  confiderable  Way,  and  at  laft  bckeld 
another  Houfe  more  magnificent  than  the  firft; 
and  the  Windows  being  all  open,  difcovered  innu- 
merable Lamps  burning  in  every  Room.  Here  he 
defigned  alfo  to  knock,  but  had  the  Curiofity  toftop 
on  a  little  Bank  which  commanded  a  K)W  Parlour; 
on  looking  in,  he  beheld  avail  Table  in  the  Middle 
of  t he  R qom  oif  BllacOilarbj e .  and  on  jt^  extended 
■aTTunXength,  a  Man,  or  rathejMonfterj^  for  b^ 
KirKccouiit71ieTduldnot  belefs  than^i^^eet  Tong,"  / 

"^n^To"^  v\  Fee tlf 6 u n d  fh e  Bodvj^ This   pTodl- 

~^\ o v^"TabTic k'1  a^ as  if  fieeping,  with,  his TTead  pn_ 
a^ooTc,  jnd  a  &word,J?y  h'I?jL  ^jf-Size  anfwerable^ 
to  theHand  which  'tis  fuppored  made  Ufe  of  it. 
^his  Sight  was  more  terrifving^  to  the  Traveller, 
than  all  the  dark  and  dreary  Manficrs  he  had  pafied 
thro'  in  his  Arrival  to  it:  He  refolved  therefore  not 
to  attempt  Entrance  into  a  Place  inhabited  by  Per- 
ibns  of  that  unequal  Stature,  and  made  the  beft  of 
his  Way  ba«k  to  the  other  Houfe,  where  the  fame 
Servant  re-condofted  him,  and  told  him,  that  if  he 
had  knocked  at  the  fecond  Door,  he  would  have^t 
feen  Company  enough,  but  never  could  have  T&*- 
turned.  On  which  he  defired  to  know  what  Place 
it  was,  and  by  whom  pofleffed;  but  the  other  re- 
plied, that  thefe  Things  were  not  to  be  reveak^J 
He  then  took  Leave,  and  by  the  fame  dark  Pafl^^e 
got  into  Vaults,  and  fuOn  after  once  more  afceniifc^ 
to  the  Light  of  the  Sun.  '  *'  "  ■<(*/^., 

Ridiculous   as   tl^is  Narrative  appears,  w^lwiNiSier  *,  .• 
feems  to  difbelievt  it,  is  looked  on  as  a  Per^o^i  if  a   .^-„ 
weak  Faith:  But  though  this  might  be  fuffieientto  -,;/ 
prove  theii  Superftitlon,  I   cannot    forbear  making  ' 
Mention  of  another  Tradition  they  have,  and  of  a 
longer  Standing.     I  have  already  taken  Notice  thai  , 
their  moft  antient  Records  were  taken  away  in    a 
Ner-vuegian  Conqueft,  which  renders  it  impoflible  to 
be  certain  how  long  the  Ifland  has  been  found  out, 

or 
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©r  by  whom.     To  make  up  this  Deficiency,  they 
teil  you  this  Hiflory  of  it. 

Some  hundred  Years,  Cay  they,  before  the  Com-' 
ing  of  our  Saviour,  the  lOe  of  Man  was  inhabited 
by  a  certain  Species,  called  Fairies^  and  every 
Thing  carried  on  in  a  Kind  of  fupernatural  Man- 
ner; that  a  blue  Mift  hanging  continually  over  the 
Land,  prevented  the  Ships  that  paffed  by  from  hav- 
ing any  Sufpicion  there  was  an  Ifland.  This  Mift, 
contrary  to  Nature,  was  preferved  by  keeping  a 
perpetual  Fire,  which  happening  once  to  be  extin- 
guifhed,  the  Shore  difcovered  itfelf  to  fome  Fifli- 
ermen,  who  were  then  in  a  Boat  on  their  Vocationv 
and  by  them  Notice  was  given  to  the  People  of 
fome  Country,  (b  it  what  they  do  not  pretend  to 
determine)  who  fent  Ships  in  order  to  make  a  fur-» 
ther  Difcovcry  ;  that  on  their  Landing,  they  had  a 
fierce  Encounter  with  the  little  People,  and,  hav- 
ing got  the  belter  over  them,  pofteffed  themfelves 
ef  Caftle  RuJJiny  and  by  Degrees,  as  they  received 
Reinforcements,  of  the  whole  Ifland.  Thefe  new 
Conquerors  maintained  their  Ground  fome  Time 
but  were  at  length  beaten  out  by  a  Race  of  Giants, 
who  were  not  extirpated,  as  I  faid  before,  until  the 
Reign  of  Prince  Arthur,  by  Merlin,  the  famous 
Britijh  Enchanter.  They  pretend  alfo,  that  this 
Ifland  afterwards  became  an  Afylum  to  all  the  di- 
ft.refl"ed  Princes  and  great  Men  in  Europe,  and  that 
thofe  uncommon  Fortifications  made  about  Peel 
Cajile  were  added  for  their  better  Security.  But  of 
this  I  fliall  treat  more  copioufly  when  I  come  to  the 
Defcription  of  that  Place. 

The  Tradition  of  what  happened  on  fuffering 
the  domeflic  Fire  to  be  extinct  remains  in  fuch  Cre- 
dit, with  the  People,  that  not  a  Family  in  the  Ifland 
to  this  Day,  of  the  Natives,  but  keeps  a  fraall 
Quantity    continually    burning,  no  one   daring   to 

depend 
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depend  on  his  Neighbour's  Vigilance  in  a  Thing 
which  he  imagines  is  of  fo  much  Confequcnce ; 
every  one  confidently  believing,  that  if  it  fhould 
ever  happen  that  no  Fire  were  to  be  found  through- 
out, moft  terrible  Revolutions  aad  Mifchiefs  wouW 
immediately  enfue. 

The  Caftle,  as  alfo  the  two  Walls  which  encom- 
pafs  It,  and  are  broad  enough  for  three  Perfons  to 
walk  a-breaft  on,  are  all  Freeftone,  which  is  the 
only  Building  in  the  Ifland  of  that  Sort.  Within 
the  Walls  is  a  fmall  Tower  adjoining  to  the  Caftle, 
where  formerly  State  PriToners  were  kept,  but 
fcrves  now  as  a  Store  Houfe  for  the  Lord  of  Alan's 
Wines,  It  has  a  Moat  round  it,  ard  Draw  Bridge, 
and  is  a  very  ftrong  Place.  On  the  other  Side  of 
the  Catlle  is  the  Governor's  Houfe,  which  is  very 
commodious  and  fpacious.  Here  are  alfo  a  fine 
Chapel,  where  Divine  Service  is  celebrated  Morn- 
ing and  Afternoon,  arid  fevcral  OfBces  belonging 
to  the  Court  of  Chancery. 

In  this  Town  are  the  moft  regular  Buildings  in 
general  of  the  whole  Ifland,  and  within  a  fhort 
Mile  of  it  is  Derby-Haven^  which  is  by  much  the 
beft  Harbour  they  can  boaft  of,  and  has  a  very 
ftrong  Fort  in  the  Mouth  of  it. 

Douglas^  fo  called  from  the  two  Rivers  running 
into  that  Harbcur,  and  call'd  the  Black  and  the 
Grey  Waters,  mufl:  fall  next  under  our  confidera- 
tlon,  as  being  the  Town  of  the  moft  Trade;  and 
tho'  the  Buildings  are  very  indifferent,  and  the  near 
Neighbourhood  of  the  Sea,  Xvluch  fometlmes  suns 
'mountain  high,  and  in  terr.ps-ftuous  Weather  threat- 
ens the  Inhabitants  with  an  inundation ;  y€t  is  full 
of  very  rich  and  eminent  Dealer?.  The  Reafon  ©f 
which  is  Plain;  the  Harbour  of  it  being  the  moft 
frequented  of  any  in  thc'Iflarid,  bv  Diitch,  Irip,  and 


Ea/l-fhcliaVe((e\9,  there  is  the  utmoft  Opp-ortunity 
that  can  be  defired  for  carrying  on  the  Smuggling 
Trade. 

Peelf  t>T  Pile-Town,  is  fo  called  from  its  Garrifon 
and  Caflle ;  tho'  in  effeflthe  Caftle-cannot  properly 
be  faid  to  be  in  the  Town,  an  Arm  of  the  Sea  run- 
ning between  them,  which  in  high  Tides  would  be 
deep  enough  to  bear  a  Ship  of  40  or  50  Tons,  tho' 
fometimes  quite  drained  of  fait  Water;  but  then 
it  is  fupplj'd  with  fre(h  by  a  River  which  runs  from 
Kirk  yarmyn  Mountains,  and  empties  itfelf  in  the 
Sea.  This  Caftle  for  its  Situation,  Antiquity, 
Strength  and  Beauty,  might  juftly  come  in  for  one 
of  the  Wonders  of  the  World.  Art  and  Nature 
fecm  to  have  vied  with  each  other  in  the  Model, 
nor  ought  the  mofl:  minute  Particular  efcape  the 
Obfervatien. 

As  to  it's  Situation,  it  is  built  upon  the  Top  of  a 
huge  Rock,  which  rears  itfelf  a  ftupendous  Height 
above  the  Sea,  with  which,  as  I  faid  before,  it  is 
furrounded.  And  alfo  by  natural  Fortifications  or 
other  leffer  Rocks,  which  render  it  unaccefTible  but 
by  pafllng  that  little  Arm  of  the  Sea  which  divides 
it  from  the  Town  ;  this  you  may  do  in  a  fmall  Boat, 
and  the  Natives,  tucking  up  their  Cloaths  under 
their  Arms,  and  pulling  off  their  Shoes  and  Stock- 
ings, frequently  wade  it  in  low  Tides.  When  you 
arrive  at  the  Foot  of  the  Rock,  you  afcend  about 
60  Steps,  whieh  are  cut  out  of  it,  to  the  firft  Wall-, 
which  is  immenfely  thick  and  high,  and  built  of  a 
very  durable  and  bright  Stone,  though  not  of  the 
fame  Sort  with  that  of  Caftle  RuJ/in  in  Cajile  Town, 
and  has  on  it  four  little  Houfes  or  Watch  Towers, 
which  overlook  the  Sea.  The  Gates  are  Wood, 
but  moft  ctirlou.ly  archrd,  carved  and  adorned  with 
Pilafters  Havin?  paffed  the  firft,  you  have  other 
Stairs,  of  near  Half  the  Number  with  the  former, 

to 
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to  mount  before  you  come  at  the  fecond  Wall, 
which,  as  well  as  the  other,  is  full  of  Port  Holes 
for  Cannon,  which  are  planted  on  Stone  Croffes  on 
a  third  VV^U. 

Being  erterec^,  yon  find  yourfe'f  in  a  wide  Plain, 
in  the  Midft  of  w!>ich  ftandj  the  Caftlc,  encom- 
paPfed  by  four  Churchts,  three  of  which  Time  has 
fo  much  decayed,  that  there  is  little  remaining  be- 
fjde»the  Walls,  andfeme  few  Tombs,  which  feem 
to  have  been  creQed  with  fomuch  Care,  as  to  per- 
petuate the  Memory  of  thofe  buried  in  them,  un- 
til the  final  Diffoluti'^n  of  all  Things.  The  fourth 
is  kept  a  little  better  in  Repair,  but  not  fo  iruch  for 
it's  own  Sake,  the'  it  has  been  the  moft  magnificent 
of  them  all,  as  for  a  Chapel  within  it,  which  ii  ap- 
propriated to  the  Ufe  of  the  Bifhop,  and  has  under 
it  a  Prifon,  or  rather  Dungeon,  for  thofe  Offenders 
Who  are  fo  miferable  as  to  incur  the  fpirilual  Cen- 
fure;  this  is  certainly  one  of  the  moll  dreadful 
Places  that  Imagination  can  form,  the  Sea  running 
under  it  through  the  Hollows  of  the  Rock  with  fuch 
a  continual  Roar,  that  you  would  think  it  were 
every  Moment  breaking  in  upon  you,  and  over  it 
are  the  Vaults  for  burying  the  Dead.  The  Stairs 
defcending  to  this  Place  of  Terrors  are  not  above 
30,  but  fo  deep  and  narrow,  that  they  are  very 
difficult  to  go  down,  a  Child  of  8  or  9  Years  old 
not  being  able  to  pafs  them  but  Sideways.  Withiri 
it  are  13  Pillar*,  on  which  the  whole  Chapel  i$ 
fupported.  They  have  a  Superftition  that  whatfo- 
cver  Stranger  goes  to  fee  the  Cavern  out  of  Curi- 
ofity,  and  omits  to  count  the  Pillars,  (hall  do  fome- 
thing  to  occafion  bein^  confined  there. 

There  are  Places  for  Penance  slfo  under  all  the 

other  Churches,  containing  feverafdark.  and  horrid 

Cells;   fome  have  nothing  ia    them  either  to  fit  or 

lie  down  on,  others  have  a  fmall    Piece  of  Brick- 
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•vcoik;  feme  arc  lower  and  more  dark  than  others, 
but  all  of  them  in  my  Opinion,  dreadful  enough 
for  almoft  «ny  Crime  Humanity  is  capable  of  being 
pDilty  of,  tho'  tis  fuppofed  they  were  built  with 
different  Degrees  of  Horrori*  that  the  Punjflinient 
might  be  proportionate  to  the  Faults  of  there 
Wretches  v/^ho  were  to  be  confined  in  them,  Thcfc 
have  never  been  made  Ufc  of  fince  the  Times  of 
Popery  \  but  that  under  the  Bifhop's  Chapel  is  the 
common  and  only  Prifon  for  all  Offenders  In  the 
Spiritual  Court;  and  to  that  the  Delinquents  arc 
I'entenced.  But  the  Soldiers  of  the  Garrifon  pernnit 
them  to  fuffer  their  Confinement  in  the  Csft'e,  it 
being  morally  impcffible  for  the  ftrongeft  Conftitu- 
tion  to  fuftain  the  Dampj  and  Noifomenefs  of  the  ' 
Cavern  even  for  a  few  Hours,  much  lefsfor  Months 
and  "Years,  as  is  the  Punithment  feme-times  allotteti. 

'Tis  certain  that  there  have  been  very  great  Ar- 
chiteSs  in  this  M*nd  ;  for  the  noble  Monuments  in 
this  Church,  which  i^s  kept  in  Repair,  and  indeed 
in  the  Ruins  of  the  hihers  a'fo,  {hew  the  Builders 
to  be  Mafters  of  all  the  Orders  in  that  Art,  tho'  the 
great  Numbers  of  Doric  Pillars  prove  them  to  be 
chiefly  Admirers  of  that. 

Nor  are  the  Epitaphs  and  Tnfcriptions  on  (he 
Tombftones  lefs  worthy  of  Remark:  the  various 
Languages  in  which  they  are  engraved  teftify  by 
what  a  Diverfitv  of  Nations  this  little  Spot  of  Earth 
has  been  poffefs'd.  Tho'  Time  has  defaced  too 
many  of  the  Letters  to  render  the  Remainder  intel- 
ligible, yet  you  may  eafily  perceive  Fragment*  of 
the  Hebrew^  Greek,  Latin,  Arabian,  Saxon  and  Irijh 
CharaScrs;  fpme  Dates  yet  vifible,  declare  they 
were  written  before  the  Coming  of  Chrift:  and  in- 
deed if  one  conTiders  the  Walls,  the  thicknefs  of 
them,  and  the.Durablenefs  of  the  Stone  of  which 
tkcy  are  compofed,,  he  mufl  be  fenfiblc'that  a  great 
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Number  of  Centuries  muft  paf*  before  fuch  ftrong 
WorkmanOiip  could  be  reduced  to  the  Condition  it 
now  is.  Thefe  Churches,  therefore,  were  doubi- 
lefs  ojicc  the  Temples  of  Pj^a/t  Deities,  tho'  fince 
confecrated  to  the  Worfhip  of  the  true  Divinity: 
and  what  confirms  me  more  flrongly  in  this  Conjec- 
ture, i-^,  that  there  is  ftill  a  Part  of  one  remaining, 
where  {lands  a  large  Stone  dire6lly  in  Porm  and 
Manner  like  the  Tripos's,  which  in  thofe  Days  of 
IfcCnorance  the  Priefts  ftood  upon,  t-)  deliver  their 
fabulous  Oracles. 

Thro'  one  of  tbefc  old  Churches  there  was  for- 
merly a  Palfage  to  the  Apartment  belonging  to  the 
Captain  of  the  Guard,  but  is  now  ci^fed  up.  The 
Reafon  they  give  you  for  it  is  a  pretty  odd  one; 
but  as  I  think  it  not  fufficient  Satisfaftinn  to  my  cu- 
rious Reader,  to  acquaint  him  with  what  Sort  of 
Buildings  this  Ifland  affords,  without  letting  him 
know  alfo  what  Traditions  there  are  concerning 
them,  I  (hall  have  a  little  Regard  to  the  Cenfure  of 
thofe  Criticks,  who  find  Fault  with  every  Thing  out 
of  the  common  Road;  and  in  this,  &s  well  as  in  all 
Plices,  where  it  falls  in  my  Wav,  (hall  make  it  my 
Endeavour  to  lead  him  into  the  Humours  and  very 
Souls  of  the  Manks  People. 

They  fa,y,  that  an  Apparition,  called,  in  their 
Language,  the  Maiitke  Doog,  in  the  Shape  of  a  large 
black  Spaniel,  with  curled  (haggy  Hair,  wnsufed  to 
\\z\xniPcel  Caftle,  and  has  bt'en  frequently  feen  in 
every  Room,  but  particularly  in  the  Guard  Cham- 
ber, where,  as  foon  as  Candle*  were  lighted,  it 
came  and  lay  down  before  the  Fire,  in  Prefenceof 
all  the  Soldiers,  who  at  length,  by  being  fo  much 
accuftomed  to  the  Sight  of  it,  loft  great  Part  of  the 
Terror  they  were  feized  with  at  it's  firft  Appear- 
ance. They  ft'H,  however,  retaineda  certain  Awe 
as  believing  it  w^s  an  evil  Spirit,  which  only  waited' 
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PermifTion  to  do  them  Hurt,  and  for  that  Rcafon, 
they  forbore  Swearing  and  all  prophane  Difcourfe 
while  in  it's  Compan)r.  But  tho'thcy  endured  the 
Shock  of  fuch  a  Gueft  when  all  together  in  a  Body, 
»ione  cared  to  be  left  alone  with  it;  it  being  the 
Cuftom,  therefore,  for  one  of  the  Soldiers  to  lock 
the  Gates  of  the  Caftle  at  a  certain  Hour,  and  carry 
them  to  the  Captain,  to  whofe  Apartment,  a«I 
faid  before,  the  Way  led  thro*  a  Church  ;  they  *- 
gveedamong  themfclves,  that  whoerer  w  ,s  to  fuc- 
cecd  the  enfuing  Night,  his  Fellow  in  this  Errand 
fhould  accompany  him  that  went  firft,  and  by  this 
Means,  no  Man  would  be  expofed  fingly  to  the 
Danger:  For  I  forgot  to  mention  that  the  Mauthe 
Dooir  was  always  feen  to  come  from  that  PafTage  at 
the  Clofc  of  Day,  and  return  to  it  again  as  foon  as 
the  Morning  dawned,  which  made  them  look  on 
this  Place  as  it*s  peculiar  Refidcncc. 

One  Night  t  Fellow  being  drunk,  ard  by  the 
Strength  of  his  Liquor  rendered  more  daring  than 
ordinary,  laughed  at  the  Simplicity  of  his  Compa- 
nions, and  tho*  it  was  not  his  Turn  to  go  with  the 
Keys,  would  needs  take  that  Office  upon  him,  to 
teftify  his  Courage.  All  the  Soldiers  endeavoured 
to  dllTuade  him,  but  the  more  they  faid,  the  more 
rcfolute  he  feemed,  and  fwore  that  he  defired  no- 
thing more  than  the  Mauthe  Doog  would  follow 
him,  as  it  had  done  the  others,  for  he  would  try  if 
it  were  Dog  or  Devil.  After  having  talked  in  a 
very  reprobate  Manner  for  fome  Time,  he  fnatchcd 
up  the  Keys,  and  went  out  of  the  Guard  Room: 
In  fome  Time  after  his  Departure  a  great  Noife 
was  heard,  but  no  Body  had  the  Boldnefs  to  fee 
what  occaiioned  it,  *till  the  Adventurer  returning, 
they  demanded  the  Knowledge  of  him  ;  but  as  loud 
and  noify  as  he  had  been  at  leaving  them,  he  was 
now  become  fober  and  filent  enough,  for  he  was 
never  heard  to  fpeak  mor«:  And  tho'  all  the  Ttme 

he 
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he  lived,  which  was  three  Days,  he  wns  rptr^ated 
by  all  -who  came  near  him,  cither  to  fpeik,  or  if 
he  coi)ld  net  do  that,  to  make  feme  Si?ns,  by  which 
they  misht  iinrlerfland  what  had  happened  to  him, 
yet  notliirg  intclli?ihlc  could  be  fret  from  him, 
only,  that  by  the  Diftoition  of  hi«  Limfcsand  Fea- 
tures, it  might  be  gueffed  ^hat  he  died  in  Agonies 
more  than  are  common  in  a  natural  Death. 

The  Mau*h'  Dootf  was,  however,  never  feen  af- 
trr  in  the  C^ftle.  nor  ^rould  any  one  atcmpt  to  eo 
through  that  PalTa?e,  for  which  Reafon  it  was  clofcd 
up,  and  another  Way  made. 

Having  taken  Nrtice  of  every  Thing  rcm?rkable 
in  the  Churches,  I  believe  my  Reader  will  be  im- 
patient to  co-Tie  to  the  Caftle  itfelf,  which,  in 
Spight  of  the  Magnificence  the  Pride  of  modern 
A^'  s  has  adorned  the  Palace?  of  Princes  with,  ex- 
ceeds not  onlv  every  Thing  I  kave  feen,  but  alfo 
read  of,  in  Noblenefs  of  Strufture.  Tho'  now  no 
more  than  a  Garrifon  for  Soldiers,  you  cannot  en- 
ter  into  it  without  belna;  ftruck  with  a  Veneration, 
which  the  mod  beautiful  Buildings  of  latter  Years 
cannot  in/pire  you  with;  the  Lari^enefs  and  Lofti- 
nefs  of  the  Rooms,  the  vafl  Fccho  refoundinji; 
thro'  them,  th*:  raany  windin*  Galleries,  the  Pro- 
f"cft  of  the  Sea,  and  the  Ships,  by  ReaTon  of  the 
Helghth  of  the  Place,  feem  but  like  Bnovs  floating 
on  the  Waves,  make  vrn  fancv  ynurfelf  in  a  fupe- 
riorOrbto  what  the  rsrt  of.  Viankind  inhabit,  and 
fill  you  with  Cortemnlations  the  mnft  refined  and 
pure  that  the  Soul  is  capable  of  conceivint,. 

Tt  was  in  this  Caftle  th.it  Eieavor,  Wife  to  Hitm- 
pfirey,  Duke  of  Ghucejier^  Uncle  to  King  }-ienr>i  VI. 
and  Lord  Proteftor  of  England^  was  confined,  af- 
ter being  banifhed  thrc'  the  Malice  of  the  Duke  of 
Suffdkf  and  Cardinal  of  WhcheJTcr^  who  accufed 
B  3  her 
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her  of  having  been  guilty  of  alTociating  herfelf 
with  Wizards  and  Witches,  to  know  if  her  Huf- 
b;ind  would  ever  attain  the  Ciown,  and  other  trea- 
fonable  Pradices.  Sir  John  Stanley,  then  Lord  of 
Man,  had  the  Charge  of  her,  and  having  conducted 
her  to  the  Ifland,  placed  her  in  this  Caflle,  where 
ilie  lived  in  a  Manner  befittifjg  her  Dig-nity,  no- 
thing but  Liberty  bein  j  refufed  :  She  appeared  how- 
ever To  turbulent  and  impatient  under  this  Confine- 
ment, that  he  was  oblig<ed  to  keep  a  Guard  over  her, 
not  only  becaufe  there  were  daily  Attempti  made  to 
get  her  away,  but  alio  to  prevent  her  from  laying 
violent  Hands  on  her  own  Life.  They  tell  you, 
that  cverfince  her  Death,  tothisHour,  a  Perfon  is 
heard  to  go  up  the  Stone  Stairs  of  one  of  thefe  Ut- 
ile Houfes  on  the  Walls,  conftantly  every  Night  as 
fcon  as  th«  Clock  has  ftruck  12. 

I  (hall  now  conduft  my  Reader  from  the  Caftlc 
to  the  Town,  which  is  long,  but  tjarrow,  few  Peo- 
ple of  any  Diftin£lion  dwelling  here;  moft  of  the 
Houfes  are  but  a  better  Sort  of  Cabins.  Here  \&  a 
very  good  Harbour,  and  much  reforted  by  the 
Scotch  and  Ir'tjb  Veffels. 

Ramfay  is  the  next  Town  of  Note,  and  the  In- 
fenbitants,  as  the  Buildings,  are  a  Degree  genteeler 
than  thefe  of /Vf/;  but  has  no  great  Matter  in  it, 
worthy  the  Obfervation  of  a  Traveller,  except  an 
excellent  Harbour  and  good  Fort. 

Is  or  h&^Ballafalli  any  Thing  to  boafl  of,  befide  a 
fine  River  running  thro'  it,  a  good  Air  to  whiten 
Cloth,  and  a  Market  for  Fowls,  where  you  may- 
have  the  greateft  Choice  of  any  Place  in  thelflan-d. 

Maguire's,  or  New  Town,  was  a  wafte  Piece  of 
Ground,  'till  after  the  Acceflion  of  George  \.  to  the 
CrowB,  when  one  Maguire,  a   Nati.ve    of  Ireland, 

and 
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and  Tenant  to  Lord  Derbjf,  built  a  larg-e  Houfe  on 
'  it  for  himlelf,  and  fcveral  fmall  onei  to  let  out  at  a 
yearly  Rent.  'Tis  yet,  however,  no  more  than  a 
Village,  but  in  Compliment  to  him  ii  called  a 
Town,  and  after  hit  Name. 

Thcfe  Towns  are  divided  into  i  7  ParKhes,  which 
I  fha'.l  give  you  the  Names  of  in  the  Order  Ihey 
ftand  in  the  Rcgifter. 

Kirk  Jarmyn,  Kirk  Patrick,  Kirk  Michael,  Kirk 
Ballaugh,  Kirk  Jurby,  Kirk  Bride,  Kirk  Candras, 
Kirk  Chrijllefare,  Kirk  Mahal,  Kirk  Lennofi,  Kirk 
Canton,  Kirk  Braddon,  Kirk  Maroan,  Kirk  St.  Ann, 
Kirk  Merlugh,  Kirk  Carhra,  and  Kirk  Chriji  Rujffin. 

As  to  their  Laws,  they  are  but  few,  but  feveiely 
executed,  efpecially,  as  I  before  obferved,  thofe 
of  the  Ecclefiaftical  Court,  the  Clergy  holding  a 
Kind  of  tyrannical  Jurifdietion  over  the  Manks 
People,  in  Spight  of  the  temporal  Power,  which 
is  continually  endcsvcuring  to  abate  the  Rigour  of 
it,  but  in  vain  :  For  thefe  fpiritual  Mafters  arc,  in 
a  Manner,  idolized  by  the  Natives;  and  they  take 
Care  t-o  ma  ntain  their  Authority,  by  keeping  the 
Laity  in  the  moft  miferable  Ignorance. 

How  little  the  Methods  taken  by  this  Court  te 
prevent  Fornication  have  fuccceded  may  be  known 
by  the  great  Number  of  Offenders,  who  are  every 
Sunday  doing  Penance  for  it  in  their  Churches.  If 
the  leaft  Familiarity  is  obferved  between  Perfons 
of  a  different  Sex,  they  are  immediately  fummoned 
to  the  Communion  Table,  a;id  there  obliged  to 
fwear  themfelves  innocent,  or  endure  the  Shame 
and  Punifhmcnt  ordained  for  the  Crime  of  Forni- 
cation. This  ihey  call  Purging,  but  it  is  fo  f«r 
from  being  worthy  of  that  Name,  that  many,  to  a- 
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void  public  Difarmc?,  add  the  Sin  of  Perjury.  One 
Uiftarice  of  which  I  (hall  onl)^  mention. 

A  Widow  at  />5«|/^.f,bein'g  of  alight  B'-havIour, 
wa'^  frequently  ufpcfted  to  be  eruilty  of  Fornicati- 
on, and  accordingly  was  fumrnrned,  ?iv6  took  tlie 
Oath  of  PLirgaticn,  how  truly  the  Sequel  will 
prove.  .As  fhe  Wr!»one  Fveriin^  goinp^  Heme,  fhe 
was  accofttd  by  a  Stranger,  I  think  he  was'  «f 
IValef,  and  Mafter  of  4  Veffel ;  what  Difcourfc 
pafftd  between  them  is  unknown,  nor  is  it  of  much 
ConCt]uencp,  any  farther  th.tn  that  they  aj^reed  to 
go  together  to  her  Lodgin«'5,  where,  haying  triade 
])im  very  drunk,  fhe  rifled  his  Focketof  Ten  Gu(- 
n^  a?,  and  then  made  a  Pretence  to  get' him  down 
Stiirs:  But  h«  nc  fooncr  cun.c  into  the  Air,  than  it 
ijepi'ved  him  of  all  th'-  little  Senfe  the  Liquor  had 
left  him;  and  being  u'n.ibh  to  rctl  any  farther,  he 
lay'  down  at  the  D;or,  a'-.d  frl!  into  a  found  Sleep. 
AVhen  waked^  h"  miiTed  his  Money,  and  rem'criv 
bcred  tliC  Eiiccuntcr  he  had  with  the  Woman,  b'ilt 
could  not  be  cei  ttin  if  fhe  had  taken  it  from  him,  tr 
whether  he  miglit  not  have  been  robbed  as  he  was 
afleep  On  relating  the  Story  however  to  his  Land- 
lady, file  perfuaded  him  to  make  his  Complaint, 
and  procure  Leave  to  fearch  the  Lodgings  of  this 
Woman.  The  Advice  was  followed,  and  the  Of- 
fi  ers,  being  very  dilicrent  in  their  Scrutiny,  found 
In  her  Bofom  one  Guinea,  under  a  Heap  of  Afhes 
a  fecond,  and  good  Part  of  the  Change  of  another. 
As  fl^e  was  exceeding  poor,  and  hid  nothing  tofub- 
fift  on,  but  what  {be  got  by  daily  Labour  from 
Houfe  to  Houfe,  'twas  eafy  to  believe  this  was 
none  of  her  own  Money;  they  therefore  doubted 
not  but  they(hou!d  find  the  Remainder  of  whiit  the 
Captain  had  lol,  which  indeed  they  di>d,  and  with 
it  3  moft  (hockiie  Discovery,  in  turning  up  the 
Bed:  Under  it  lay  a  Parcel  of  fmall  Bones,  and 
feeming  to  be  Human,  they  fsnt   immediately  for 
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two  Surgeons,  named  Jenhnfon  and  Bcilly  who,  en 
joining  them  together,  made  the  perfe6l  Anatomies 
of  three  Childicn  ;  the  Back  Bone  (^f  one  of  them 
had  been  cleft  thro'  with  a  Hatchet.  Every  one  was 
flruck  with  the  utmoft  Horror  at  this  Sight,  except 
t\\i:  inhuman  Mother  and  Murderefs,  who  impu- 
dently owned  they  were  all  her  own  Children  that 
fhe  had  been  delivered  of  in  private,  to  avoid  Pu- 
niftiment,  but  pretended  in  her  Defence  th/t  they 
were  ftill-born.  She  was  then  afked,  JVhy Jhe  did 
not  bury  them?  To  which  {he  anfv/ered,  That  luas 
not  the  Bufmefs  of  any  Body,  they  zvere  her  own ;  and 
being  dead,  Jhe  might  difpofe  oj  them  as  fie  pleafcd,: 
Perhaps,  added  (he,  I  had  a  Mind  to  keep  them  by  me 
for  Sake  of  thofe  who  begtt  them.  She  was  carried  to 
'Frifon  under  the  double  Iniidmcnt  cf  Theft  and 
Murder;  and  being  unable  to  alledgc  any  Thing 
in  her  JuRificiition,  was  condemned  to  Death,  and 
Accordingly  execated.  'Twai  remarked  of  this 
Woman,  when  under  Sentence,  being  afked,  Why 
Jhe  had  not  buried  the  Chi'dren^  fmce pe  might  h-tve  ea- 
Jily  had  an  Opportunity  ?  replied,  That  defigning  te 
throw  them  into  the  River j  Jhe  took  up  the  Bones  in  her 
Apron  one  -Night,  but,  as  Jhe  ivas  gting,  tvar  met  by  a 
tall  black  Gentleman,  who  bid  her  go  back,  adding, 
fie  was  fafe  while  Jlye  kept  them  at  Home,  but  if  (lit 
attempted  to  conceal  them  either  in  Earth  or  Water,  fie 
would  certainly  be  difcoaiered.  - 

Whether  this  mifcrable  Creature  fa^  anv  Tuch 
Apparition  or  not,  or  whether  it  was  the  Will  of 
God  that  fhe  ftiould  imagine  {he  faw  and  heard 
what  in  Effeft  wrs  nothing,  I  will  not  pretend  to 
dttc\mlne;  but  lj:'s  plain  that  Divine  Juft>.ce,  who 
feldom  fuffer«  Murder  to  go  unpuiiKflisd,  even  on 
Earth,  w;»s  very  vifible  in  compe!!';ig  her  to  take 
the  only  Me*  ns  which  could  detect  her. 

The  Earl  of  Derhf^  (diled  Lord  oJ  Man)  utmo{l 
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Endeavours  have  not  been  wanting  to  curb  the  af- 
fiiming  Power  of  the  Ecclefiafticks.  As  for  Exam^ 
pie,  when  the  Sumner  comes  to  apprehencj^'  any 
Perfon  for  an  Offence  committed,  or  faid  to  be 
committed,  in  that  Court,  had  the  Perfon  fofeized 
Courage  enough  to  refufe  going  to  Prifon  under 
his  Conduft,  he  cannot  be  compelled,  becaufe  the 
Soldiers  of  the  Garrifon  have  Orders  from  their 
Commanders  never  to  he  aid  ng  nor  affifting  to  any 
fuch  Commitments.  Hence  it.  follows,  that  the 
rpiritual  andtemporal  Powers  are  at  the  extremeft 
Odds  with  each  other;  and  were  it  not  for  the 
blind  Obedience  the  Laity  pay  to  their  ghoftly  Fa-~ 
thers,  the  former  would  foon  be  fubje£ted. 

*-Tis  this  fgnorance  which  is  the  Occafion  of  the 
exccfiive  Superftition  that  reigns  among  them.  I 
have  already  given  fome  Hints  of"  it,  but  not  e- 
nough  to  (hew  the  World  what  a  Manks  Man  truly 
is,  and  what  Power  the  Prejudice  of  Education  hj^- 
ovcr  weak.  Minds.  F  know  not,  Idolizers  as  they 
are  of  the  Clergy,  whether  they  would  not  be 
even  refraftory  to  them,  were  they  to  preach  a- 
giinft  the  Exigence  of  Fa-riesy  or  even  againft 
their  being  commonly  feen;  For  tho*  the  Priefthood 
are  a  Kind  of  Gods  among  them,  yet  ftill  Traditi- 
on is  a  greater  God  than  they;  and  as  they  confi- 
dently aOTert  that  the  firft  [nhibitants  of  the  Ifland 
vi at  Fairies y  fo  do  they  maintain  that  thefe  little 
People  have  ftill  their  Refidence  among  them. 
Thev  CAlI'Thcm  the  Good  People ^  and  fay  they  live  m 
Wilds  and  Forefts,  and  on  Mountains,  and  fhun 
great  Cities  becaufe  of  the  Wickednefs  afted 
therein  ;  all  the  Houfes  are  bleffed  where  they  vifit, 
for  they  fly  Vice.  A  Perfon  would  bethought  im- 
pudently profane,  who  would  fufFer  his  Family  to 
go  to  Bed  without  firfl:  having  fet  a  Tub  or  Pailfuli 
of  clean  Water,  for  thefe  Guefts  to  bathe  thern- 
ftlvesin,  which  the  Natives  aver  they  conftantly 
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do,  as  foon  as  the  Eyes  of  the  Family  arc  clc  ftd^ 
wherever  they  vouch fafe  to  come.^  If  any  Thing 
happens  to  be  mlfliid, s-nd  found  ae^ain  in  fome  Place 
where  it  was  not  e>pe<5led,  they  prefently  tell  you 
n  Fairy  took  it,  and  returned  it.  If  ynu  chance-to 
get  a  Fall,  and  hurt  yourfelf,  a  Fairy  laid  feme- 
thing  in  your  W-ay  to  throw  you  down,  as  a  Punifli- 
ment  for  fome  Sin  you  have  committed. 

I  have  heard  miny  of  them  proteA:  they  have 
been  carried  infenfiblv  great  Diftances  from  Home, 
and,  without  knowing  h<>vr  they  came  there,  found 
themfelves  on  the  Top  of  a  Mountain.  One  Story 
in  particuliir  was  tokl  me  of  a  Man  who  had  been 
led  by  invifihie  Muficians  for  feveral  Mi'es  toge- 
ther; and  not  being  ahle'to  fefifttht  Harmony,  fcl- 
lowed  until  it  condufVed  him  tn  a  large  Comn-on, 
where  were  a  great  Number  r{  httle  l-eop!e  fitting 
round  a  T.ible,  eating  and  drinking  in  a  very  jovinl 
Manner:  Among  them  were  fome  F;!ces  whom  he 
thought  he  had  formerly  feeg,  but  forbore  taking 
any  Notice,  or  they  of  him,  un»il  the  little  People 
offering  him  Drink,  one  of  them,  whofe  Features 
feemed  not  ui  known  to  him,  plucked  him  by  the 
Coat,  and  forbad  him,  whatever  he  did,  to  tafte 
any  Thing  he  faw  before  then^  ;  for  if  you  do, 
added  he,  you  will  be  as  I  am,  and  return  no  more 
to  your  Family.  1  he  poor  Man  was  much  affright- 
ed, but  refoived  to  obey  the  InjunOion  ;  accord- 
ingly a  large  Silver  Cup  filled  with  fome  Sort  of 
Liquor,  being  put  into  his  Hard,  he  found  an  Op- 
portunity to  throw  w'hat  it  contained  on  the  Ground. 
Soon  after  the  Mufuk  ceafmg,  aU  the  Company 
difappeared,  leaving  the  Cup  in  his  Hand  ;  and  he 
returned  Hon:e,  though  much  wearied  and  fatigued. 
He  went  the  next  Dav,  and  communicated  to  the 
Minifter  of  the  Parifl^all  that  had  happened,  and 
afked  his  Advice,  how  he  (hould  difpofe  cf  the  Cup? 
I'o  which  tlie  ParTGn  replied,  he  cculd  not  cio'bet- 
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.te^  than  to  devote  if,  to  the  Service  of  the  Church  ; 
and  this  very  Cup,  they  tell   me,  is   that  which   is 
now  ufed  for  the  coniecrated  Wine  in    Kirk  Mer- 

Another  Inftance  they  gave  me  to  prove  the  Re- 
ality of  Fairicsy  was  of  a  Fiddler,  who  having  a- 
greed  with  a  Perfon,'  who  was  a  Stranger,  for  fo 
much  Money,  to  play  to  fome  Company  he  (hould 
bring  him  to,  all  the"  Twelve  Days  of  Chrijlmas-f 
and  received  Earneft:  for  it,  faw  his  new  Mafter 
vani{h  into  the  Earth  the  very  Moment  he  had 
made  the  Bargain.  Nothing  could  bem.ore  terrified 
than  the  poor  Fiddler  was.  He  found  he  had  en- 
tered himi'felf  into  the  Devil'v  Service,  and  looked, 
on  himfelf  as  j.l;eady  damned  ;  but  having  Recourfe 
alfo  to  a  Clergyman,  he  iqceived  feme  Hope:  He 
ordered  hini  however,  as  he  had  taken  Farneft,  to 
go  when  he  fnould  be  called;  but  that  whatever  ' 
Tunes  fbould  be  called  for,  to  play  nonetjut  Pfalm 
Tunes.  On  the  Day  appointed,  the  fame  Perfon 
appeared,  with  whcm  he  went,  tho'  with  what  in- 
ward Relu6.ance  'tis  eafy  to  guefs ;  but  punftually 
obeying  the  Minifter's  Direftions,  the  Company  to 
whom  he  played  were  ^n  angry,  that  they  all  va- 
nifhed  at  once,  leaving  him  at  the  Top  of  a  high 
Kill,  and  fobruifed  and  hurt,  tho'  he  was  not  fen- 
fible  when,  or  from  what  Hand  he  received  the 
Blows,  that  he  get  Home  with  the  utmofl  Diffi- 
culty. 

The  oid  Story  of  Infants  being  changed  in  their 
Cradles  is  here  in  fuch  Credit,  that  Mothers  are  in 
continual  Terror  at  the  Thoughts  of  it.  I  was  pre- 
vailed upon  myfelf,  to  go  and  fee  a  Child,  who, 
they  told  me,  wis  one  of  thefe  Changelings,  and 
indeed  muft  ov/n  was  not  a  littlt  furprized,  as  well 
as  fliocked,  at  the  Sight  Nothing  under  Heaven 
could  have  a  more  beautiful  Face ;  but  tho'  between 
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five  and  fix  Years  old,  and  feemlrglv  healthy,  he 
was  fo  far  from  bein?  able  to  walk  ht  ftand,  that  he 
could  not  as  much  a^  move  any  one  Joint.  His 
Limbs  were  vaftly  long  for  his  Age,  but  fmaller 
than  an  Infant's  of  fix  Months.  His  Complexion 
was  perfectly  delicate,  and  he  had  the  fineft  Hair  in 
the  World.  He  never  fpoke  nor  ciiej,  eat  fcarce 
any  Thing,  and  \Tns  very  feldom  feen  tofmile,  but 
if  any  one  called  him  a  Fairy  E!f,  he  would  frown, 
and  fix  his  Eyes  fo  earneftly  on  thofe  who  ia'd  it,  as 
if  he  would  look  them  through.  His  Mother,  or 
at  leaft  his  fiippofed  Mother,  being  very  poor,  fre- 
quently went  out  a  Chairing,  and  lefl  him  a  Avhole 
Day  together.  The  Neighbours,  out  of  Curiofi- 
ty,  have  often  looked  in  at  the  Window  to  fee  how 
he  behaved  when  alone,  which  whenever  they  did, 
they  were  fure  to  find  him  laughing-,  and  in  theut^ 
motl  Delight.  This  made  them  judge  that  he  was 
not  without  Company  more  pleafing  to  him  tha« 
any  Mortals  could  be;  and  what  made  this  Con- 
jefture  feem  the  more  reafonable  was,  that  if  he 
were  left  ever  fo  dirty,  the  Woman,  at  her  Re- 
turn, faw  him  with  a  clean  Face,  and  his  Hair 
cotnbed  with  the  utmoft  Exaftnefs  and  Nicety, 

A  fecond  Account  of  this  Nature  I  had  from  a 
Woman,  to  whofe  Offspring  the  Fairies  feemed  to 
have  taken  a  particular  Fancy.  The  fourth  or  fifth 
Night  after  fhe  was  delivered  of  her  firft  Child,  the 
Family  weie  alarmed  with  a  moft  terrible  Cry  of 
Fire;  on  which;  every  Body  ran  out  of  the  Houfe 
to  fee  whence  it  proceeded,  not  excepting  the 
Nurfe,  who,  being  as  mnch  frighted  a?  the  others, 
made  one  of  the  Nuniher.  Th'' poor  Woman  lay 
trembling  in  her  Bed  alone,  unable  to  help  herfelf, 
and  her  Back  being  turned  to  the  Infant,  faw  not 
th^t  it  was  taken  away  by  aiiinvifible  Hand.  Thofe 
who  hud  left  her, having  enquired  about  the  Neigh- 
bourhood, and  finding  there  was  no  Caufe  for  the 
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Outcry  they  had  heard,  laughed  at  each  other  for 
the  Mlftake;  but  as  they  were  going  to  re-enter  the 
Houfe,  the  poor  Babe  lay  on  the  Trefhold,  and  by 
its  Cries  preferved  itfelf  from  beir4g  trod  upon. 
This  exceedingly  amazed  all  that  faw  it,  and  the 
Mother  being  ftill  in  bed,  i hey  cou!d  afcribe  no 
Reafon  for  finding  it  there,  but  having  been  removed 
by  Fairtesy  who,  by  ihtir  fudden  Return,  had  been 
preventedfrom  carrying  it  any  farther. 

About  a  Year  after,  the  fame  Woman  was  brought 
to  Bed  of  a  fecond  Child,  which  hiid  not  been  born 
many  Nights  before  a  great  Noife  was  heard  in  the 
Houfe  where  they  kept  their  Cattle;  ^for  in  this 
Ifiand,  where  there  is  no  fheker  in  the  Fields  from 
the  excefiive  Cold  and  Damps,  they  put  all  their 
Milch  Kine  into  a  Barn,  which  they  call  a  Cattle 
jloufe.)  Every  Body  was  ftirring,  «nd  ran  to  fee 
what  was  the  Matter,  believing  the  Cattle  had  got 
loofe:  The  Nurfe  was  as  ready  as  the  reft,  but 
finding  all  fafe,  and  the  Barn- Door  clofe,  immedi- 
rtely  returned,  tho*notfofuddenly  butthat  the  new- 
born Babe  was  taken  out  of  the  Bed,  as  the  former 
had  been,  and  dropt  on  their  coming,  in  the  Middle 
of  the  Entry  :  This  was  enough  to  prove  the  Fairiet 
had  made  a  fecond  attempt;  and  the  Parents  fending 
for  the  Minifter,  join'd  with  him  in  Thankfgiving 
to  God,  who  had  twice  delivered  their  Children 
''*om  being  taken  fpom  them. 

But  in  the  Tirne  of  her  third  Lying-in,  -every 
Body  Teemed  to  have  frrgot  what  had  happened  in 
the  firft  and  fecond,  ard,.  on  a  Noife  in  the  Cattle 
Houfe,  ran  out  to  know  what  had  occafioned  it. 
The  Nurfe  was  the  only  Perfon,  excepting  the 
Woman  In  the  Straw,  who  {T:aid  in  the  Houfe;  ner 
was  fhe  detained  through  Care,  or  Want  of  Curio- 
_  fity,  but  by  the  Bonds  of  Sleep,  having  drank  a 
,  jittle   too    f  lentifully    the    preceding  Day.     The 
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Mother  who  ky  awake,  faw  her  Child  lifted  out 
of  the  Bed,  and  cirried  out  of  the  Chamber,  tho* 
(he  could  not  fee  any  Perfon  touch  it;  on  which  Ihe 
cried  out  as  loud  as  (he  could,  Nurje !  Nurfe!  my 
Child!  my  Child  it  taken  away  !  But  the  old  Woman 
was  toofaft  to  be  awakened  by  the  Noifefhe  made, 
and  the  Infant  was  irretrievably  gone.  When  hef" 
Hufband,  and  thofe  who  had  accompanied  him,  re- 
turned, they  found  her  wringing  her  Hands,  and  ut- 
tering the  moft  piteous  Lamentations  for  the  Lofs 
of  her  Child.  The  Huftand,  looking  intothe  Bed, 
faid,  the  Woman  is  mad  \  dt  you  not  fee  the  Child  lying 
by  you  ?  On  which  fhe  turned,  and  faw  fomething 
indeed  like  a  Child,  but  different  from  her  own, 
.who  was  a  very  beautiful,  fat,  well-featured  Babe; 
whereas  what  Wis  now  in  the  Room  of  it  was  a 
poor,  lean,  withered,  deformed  Creature.  It  lay 
quite  naked, hiit  the  Cloaths  belonginsr  to  the  Child 
tiiat  was  exchanged  for  it  lay  wrapped  up  altogether 
on  the  Bed. 

This  Creature  lived  with  them  near  the  Space 
of  nine  Years,  during  which  Time  it  eat  nothiTg, 
except  a  few  Herbs,  nor  was  it  ever  feen  to  void 
any  other  Excrement  than  Water:  It  neiiherfpoke, 
not  could  it  ftand  or  go,  but  feemed  enervate  in 
every  Joint, like  the  Changel  ng  I  mentioned  before, 
and  in  all  its  AS:ions  fhe  wed  itfelf  to  be  of  the  fame 
Nature. 

A  Woman,  who  lived  about  two  Miles  diftant 
from  Ballafallif  and  ufed  to  fervc  my  Family  with 
Butter,  made  me  once  very  merry  with  a  Scory 
(he  told  me  of  her  Daughter,  a  Girl  of  about  lo 
Years  old,  who  being  fent  over  the  Fields  to  the 
Town,  for  a  pennyworth  of  Tobacco  for  her  Fa- 
ther, was  on  the  Top  of  a  Mountain  furrounded 
by  a  great  Number  of  little  Men,  who  would  not 
fuffer  her  to  pafs  any  farther.  Some  of  them  fald 
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Ike  (houW  go  with  them,  and  accordincr.ly  laid  hold 
of  her:  But  one^  fee  mi  rg  more  pitiful,  defired 
they  would  let  her  alone;  which  they  refuftng,  a 
Quarrel  enfued,  and  the  Perfon  who  took,  her  Part 
fought  bravely  in  her  Defence.  This  fo  i.ncenfed 
the  others,  that  to  be  revenged  on  her  for  being  the 
Caufe,  two  or  three  of  them  feized  her,  and  pull- 
ing up  her  Cloaths,  whipped  her  heartily  ;  after 
which,  it  feems,  they  had  no  farther  Power  over 
her,  and  fhe  run  Home  direfitly,  telling  what  had 
befallen  her,  and  (hewing  her  Buttocks,  on  which 
were  the  Palms  of  feveral  fmall  Hands.  Several  of 
the  Town's  People  went  back  with  her  to  the 
Mountain,  and  fh.e  condu6king  them  to  the  Spot, 
the  Utile  Antas^onifts  were  gone,  but  had  left  behind 
them  Proofs  (as  the  good  Woman  faid)  that  what 
the  Girl  had  informed  them  was  true;  for  there 
Avas  a  great  deal  of  Blood  to  be  feen  on  the  Stones. 
This  ftie  did  aver  with  all  the  Solemnitj  imaginable. 

Another  Woman,  equally  fuperftitioHS  and  fan- 
ciful as  the  former,  told  me,  that,  being  great 
with  Child, and  expe6ting|every  Moment  the  good 
Hour,  as  (h,e  lay  awake  one  Night  in  her  Bed,  (he 
faw  feren  or  eisht  little  Women  come  into  her 
Chamber,  one  of  whom  had  an  Infant  in  her  Arms 
They  were  followed  by  a  Man  of  the  fame  Sixeof 
themfelves,  but  in  the  Habit  of  a  Minifter.  One 
of  them  went  to  a  Pail,  which  ftood  in  the  Room,_ 
and,  finding  no  Water  in  it,  cried  out  to  the  o- 
thers,  w^at  muft  vj?  do  to  chrijien  the  Child?  On 
which  they  replied,  it  Jhould  be  done  in  Beer.  With 
that  the  feemin?  Parfon  took  the  Child  in  his  Arms, 
and  performed  the  Ceremony  of  Baptifm»  dipping 
his  Hand  into  a  great  Tub  of  ftrong  Beer,  whichthe. 
Woman  had  brewed  the  Day  before,  to  be  readv 
forher  Lving  in.  Shetoldme,  that  they  baptifed 
the  Infant  by  the  Name  of  Joan^  which  made  her 
Ifcnow  fhe  was  piegnant   of  a  Girl,  as  it  proved  a 

few 
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fewDaysafter,  when  (he  was  delivered.  She  added 
alfo,  that  it  was  common  for  the  Fairies  it  make  a 
mock  Chriftening  when  any  Woman  was  near  her 
Time,  and  that  according  to  what  Child,  Male  or 
Female,  Ihe  brought,  fuch  fhould  the  Woman 
bring  into  the  World. 

But  I  cannot  give  over  this  Subjeft  without  men- 
tioning what  they  faid  befel  a  young  Sailor,  who, 
conning  off  a  long  Voyage, tho'  it  waslate  at  Night, 
chofe  to  land,  rather  than  lie  another  Night  in  the 
Veflel:  Being  permitted  to  dofo,  he  was  iet  afhore 
at  Douglas.  It  happened  to  be  a  fine  Moon-light 
Night,  very  dry  and  froftv;  he  therefore  forbore 
going  intoany  Hojfe  to  refrefh  himfelf,  but  made 
the  befl:  of  his  Way  to  the  Houfe  of  a  Sifter  he  had 
at  Kirk  Merlagh.  As  he  was  going  over  a  pretty 
high  Mountain,  he  heard  the  Noife  of  Horfes,  the 
Hollow  of  a  Huntfman,  and  the  fweeteft  Horrl  in 
the  World.  -  He  was  a  Utile  furprixed  that  any  Body 
purfued  thofe  Kinds  of  Sports  in  the  Night,  but  ho 
had  not  Time  for  much  Reflexion  before  they  all 
paffed  by  him,  fo  that  he  was  able  to  count  what 
Number  there  were  of  them,  which,  he  faid,  were 
13,  and  that  they  were  all  dreffed  in  green,  and 
gallantly  mounted.  He  was  fo  well  pleafed  at  the 
Sight,  that  he  would  gladly  have  followed,  could 
he  have  kept  Pace  with  tHem.  He  croffed  the  Foot 
Way  however, that  he  might  fee  them  again,  v/hich 
he  did  more  than  once,  and  loft  not  the  Sound  of 
the  Horn  for  fome  Miles.  At  length  he  arrives  at 
his  Sifter's,  and  tells  her  the  Story,  ^\"ho  prefently 
clapped  her  Hands  for  Joy,  that  he  was  come  Home 
fafe;  for,  faid  (he,  thofe  you  faw  tuere  Fairies,  and 
it  is  vjell  they  did  not  take  you  a-way  with  them. 

There  is  no  perfuadin^T  thembnt  that  thefeHunt- 

ings  are  frequent  in  the  llhod,  and  that  thefe  little 

Gentry,  b>3ingtoo  proud  to  ride  on  Al^^L- Horfes, 
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which  they  could  find  in  the  Fields,  make  Ufe  o-f 
Eiiglip  and  7r//Z>  ones  that  are  brought  over  and 
kept  by  Gentlemen.  They  fay  nothing  is  more 
common  than  to  find  thefe  poor  Beads,  in  a  Morn- 
ing, all  over  in  a  Sweat  and  Foam,  and  tired  al- 
moft  to  Death,  when  their  Owners  have  believed 
they  were  not  out  of  the  Stable.  A  Gentleman  of 
BaUafletcher  aflured  me,  he  had  four  of  his  bcft 
Horfes  killed  with  thefe  noflurnal  Jpurnies. 

At  my  ffrft  coming  into  the  Tfland,  and  hearing, 
thefe  Stories,  I  imputed  the  giving  Credit  to  then? 
merely  to  the  Simplicity  of  the  poor  Creature* 
who  related  them;  but  was  ftrangely  furprized 
when  I  heard  other  Narratives  of  this  Kind,  and 
altogether  as  abfurd,  attefled  by  Men  whopaiTed  for 
Perfons  of  found  Judgment  Among  this  Number 
was  a  Gentleman,  my  dear  Neighbour ;  who  affirm- 
ed with  the  moft  folemn  Affeverations,  that,  being 
of  my  Opinion,  and  entirely  averfe  to  the  Belief 
that  any  fuch  Beings  were  permitted  to  wander  for 
the  Purpofes  relatc4  of  them;  he  had  been  at  laft 
convinced  by  the  Appearance  of  fcveral  little  Fi- 
gures playing  and  leaping  over  fome  Stones  in  a 
Field,  whom,  at  a  few  Yards  Diftance,  he  imagined 
were  School  boys,  and  intended  when  he  came  ne-ir 
enough,  to  reprimand  them,  for  being  abfent  from 
their  Exercifes  at  that  Time  of  the  Day,  it  being 
then,  he  faid,  between  3  and  4  o'Clock:  But  when 
he  approached  as  near  as  he  could  guefs,  within 
twenty  Paces,  they  all  immediately  difitppcared, 
though  he  had  never  taken  his  Eye  oif  them  from 
the  fii  \k.  Moment  he  beheld  them ;  nor  was  there  any 
Place  where  they  could  fo  fuddenly  retreat,  it  being 
an  open  Field,  without  Hedge  or  Bulli,  and,  as  I 
faid  before,  broad  Day. 

Another  Inflance  which  might  ferve  to  flrengthen 
ihe  Credit  of  the  others,  was  told  mc  b)  a  Perfon, 

who 
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who  had  the  Reputation  of  the  utmoft  Integrity. 
This  Man  being  defirous  of  difpofing  of  a  Horfe 
he  had  at  ih^t  Time  no  great  Occafion  for,  and 
riding  him  to  Market  for  that  Purpofe,  was  accofted^ 
in  pafljng  over  the  Mountains,  by  a  little  Man  in  a 
plain  Drefs,  who  afked  him  if  he  would  fell  his 
Horfe?  'Tis  that  DefigH  I  am  going  on,  replied  the 
Perfonwho  told  me  the  Story.  On  which  the  other 
defined  to  know  the  Price.  Fight  Pounds,  faid  he. 
Nojrefumcd  the  Furchafer,  I  will  give  no  more  than 
feven;  which,  if  you  will  take,  here  is  year  Money. 
The  Owner  thinking  he  had  bid  pretty  fair,  agreed 
with  him,  and  the  Money  being  told  out,  the  one 
difmounted,  and  the  other  got  on  the  Back  of  the 
Horfe,  which  he  had  no  fooner  done,,  than  both 
Beaft  and  Rider  funk  into  the  Earth  imnaedi^tcly, 
leaving  the  Perfon  who  had  made  the  Bargain  in  the 
utmoft  Terror  and  Conllernation.  As  foon  as  he 
had  a  little  recovered  himfelf,  he  went  direftly  to  the 
Parfon  of  the'Parilh,  and  related  what  had  paffed^ 
dtfiring  he  would  give  his  Opinion,  whether  he 
would  make  Ufe  of  the  Mojiey  or  not.  To  which 
he  replied,  that,  as  he  had  made  a  fair  Bargain,  and 
no  Way  ^  ircumvented,  nor  endeavoured  to  circum- 
vent, fhe  Buyer,  he  faw  no  Rtafon  to  believe,  in 
Caie  it  Was  an  evil  Spint,  it  could  have  any  Power 
ever  him.  On  this  Affurance  he  went  home  well 
fatisfied,  and  notbini^  afterwards  happened  to  give 
him  Difquiet  about  this  Affair. 

A  Second  Account  of  the  fame  Nature  I  had  from  a 
Clergyman,  and  a  Perfon  of  more  Sanftity  than  the 
generality  of  his  Function  in  this  Ifland.  It  was  his 
Cuftoin  to  pafs  fome  Hours  every  Evening  in  a 
Field  near  his  Houfe,  indulgine:  Meditation,  and  call- 
ing himfelf  to  an  Account  for  the  Tranfadions  of 
the  pad  Day.  As  he  was  in  this  Place  one  Night, 
more  than  ordinarily  wrapt  in  Contemplation,  he 
wandered,  without  thinking  where  he  was,  a  con- 
fid  cruble 
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jfiderable  Way  farther  than  ft  was  lifiial  for  him  to 
do ;  and  as  he  told  me,  he  knew  not  hoVir  far  the 
deep  Miifing  he  was  in  might  have  carried  him,  if 
it  had  not  fuddenly  befen  interrupted  by  a  Noife, 
which  at  firft  he  took  to  be  the  diftant  Bellowing  of 
a  Bull,  but  as  he  lift'ned  more  heedfully  to  it,  found 
there  was  fomething  more  terrible  in  the  Sound, 
than  could  proceed  from  that  Creature.     He  con- 
fefs*d  to  me,  that  he  was  no  lefs  affrighted  than  fur- 
prized,  efpecially  when  the  Noife  coming  ftill  near- 
er, he  imagined,  whatever  it  was  that  it  proceeded 
from,  it  muft  pafs  him:  he  had,  however,  prefence 
enough  of  Mind  to  place  himfelf  with  his  Back  to 
a  Hedge,  where  he  fell  on  his  Knees,  and  began  to 
pray  with  all  the  Vehemence  fo  dreadful  an  Occafion 
required.     He  had  not  been  long  in  that  Pofitioii, 
before  he  beheld  fometbing  in  the  Form  of  a  Bull, 
but  infinitely  larger  than  any  he  had  feen  ih  England, 
much  lefs  in  Man,  where  the  Cattle  are  very  fmall 
in  general.     The  Eyes,  he  faid,  feemed  to  (hoot 
forth  Flames,  and  the  running  of  it  -was  with  fuch 
Force,  that  the   Ground  fhook  under  it  as  in  an 
Earthquake.     It  made  direSly  towards  a  little  Cot- 
tage, and  there,  after  mod  horribly  roaring,  difap- 
pear'd.     The  Moon  being  then   at  the   Full,  and 
fliining  in  her  utmoft  Splendor,  all  thefe  PaiTag^i 
were  perfeSly  vifible  to  our  amazed  Divine,  whd 
having  finifhed  his  Ejaculations,  and  giving  thanks  to 
God  for  his  Prefervation,  went  to  the  Cottage,  the 
Owner  of  which  they  told  him  was  that  Moment 
dead.     The  good  old  Gentleman  was  loath  to  paf» 
a  Cenfure  which  might  be  judged  an  uncharitable 
one;  but   the  Deceafed  l-avmsr   ihe  Charafter  of  a 
very  ill  Liver,  moft  People  who  heard  the  Story, 
were  apt  to  imagine  that  this  Apparition  came  to  at- 
tend his  laft  Moments. 

A  mighty  Buftle  thev  alfo  make  of  an  Appari'ion, 
which  they   fay    haunts  CaJlJe-Ruffin,  in  the  Form 

of 
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of  a  Woman,  who  was  fome  Years  fince  executed 
for  the  Murder  of  her  Child.     I  have  heard    not 
only   Perfons,    who  have  been  confined  ther«  for 
Debt,  but  alfo  the  Soldiers  in  the  Garrifon,  affirm 
thev  have  feen  it  various  Times:  But  what  I  took 
moft  notice  of,  was  the  Report  of  a  Gentleman,  of 
whofe  good  Underftanding,  as  well  as  Veracity,  I 
have  a  very  great  Opinion.     He  told  me,  that  hap- 
pening to  be  abroad  late  one  Night,  and  catched  in 
an  exceflive  Storm  of  Wind  and  Rain,  he  faw  a,j 
Woman  ftand   before  the   Caftle   Gate,  where  be-^- 
ing  not    th^  leaft    Shelter,  it    fomethine  furprixed 
him,  that  any  Body,    much  lefs  one  of  that  Sex, 
fluouid  not  rather  run  to  Tome  little  Porch,  or  Shed,, 
of  which  there  are  feverali  n  Cnjile-Town,  thanchufe 
to  {land  ftill  expofed  and  alone,  to  fuch  a  dreadful 
Tempefl.  His  Curiofity  exciting  him  to  draw  rtearer, 
that  he  might  difcover  who  it  was  that  feemed To  . 
little  to  regard  the  Fury  of  the  Elements,,  he  per- 
ceived (he  retreated  on  his  Approach,  and,  at  laft,^ 
he   thought,  went  into  the  Callle,   tho'  the  Gate^, 
werefhut:  This  obliging  him  to  think  he  had  (ctn  , 
a  Spirit,  fent  him  Home   very  much  terrified,  but^ 
the  next  Day,  relating  his  Adventure  to  fome  Peo,-  : 
pie  who  lived  in  the   Caftic,  and  defer  bing  as  near, 
as  he  could,  the  Garb  and  Stature  of  the  Apparition,  , 
they   told   him   it   was  that  of  the  Woman  above- 
mentioned,  who  had  been   frequently   feerr    by  the 
Soldiers  oa  guar  i  to  pafs  in  and  out  of  the  Gates, 
asiweH  as  to  walk,  thra'  the  Rooms,  the'  there  were 
no  vifible  Means  to  enter. 

Tho'  fo  familiar  to  the  Fye,  no  Perfon  as  yet, 
however,  had  the  Courage  to  fpeak  to^it,  and,  as 
they  fay,  a  Spirit  has  no  power  to  reyeal  its  Mind 
without  being  conjyred  to  do  fo  in  a  proper  Mzn^\ 
r.er,  the  Rtafon  of  its  being  pefraijttejd  to  wandqfifr;) 
unknown.  -i  ■>(>   ,      =, » 
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Another  Story  of  the  like  Nature,  I  have  heard 
ebfjcerning  an  Apparition  which  has  frequerth  been 
feen  on  a  wild  Common  near  Ki/k-yarmyn  Moun- 
tains, which,  they  fay,  affumes  the  (hape  of  a 
Wolf,  and  fills  the  Air  with  mod  terrible  Howling?; 

But  having  run  on  fo  far  in  the  Accodnt  oF  fu- 
pernatural  Appearances,  I  cannot  forget  what  was 
told  me  by  an  Englijb  Gentleman  and  rny  particular 
Friend.  He  was  about  pafling  over  Douglas  Bridge 
before  it  was  broken  down,  but  the  Tide  being 
high,  he  was  obliged  to  take  the  River,  having  an 
excellent  Horfe  under  him,  and  one  accwftomed 
to  fwim.  As  he  was  in  the  Middle  of  it,  he  heard, 
or  imagined  he  heard,  the  fineft  Symphony,  I  will 
not  fav  in  the  World,  for  nothing  human  ever  came- 
up  to  it.  The  Horfe  was  no  lefs  fenfible  of  the 
Harmony  than  himfelf,^_and  kept  in  an  immoveable 
Pofture  all  the  Tireie  it  lafted ;  which,  he  faid, 
could  not  be  lefs  than  three  Quarters  of  an  Hour, 
according  to  the  moft  exaft  Calculation  he  tould  ■ 
make,  when  he  arrived  at  the  End  of  his  little  ' 
Toairney,  and  found  how  long  he  had  been  coming. 
He,  who  before  laugh'd  at  all  the  Stories  told  of 
Fairies,  now  became  a  Convert^  and  believed  as 
much  as  ever  a  Manks  Man  of  them  all. 

As  to  Circles  In  the  Grafs,  and  the  Impreflion  of 
fmall  Feet  among  the  Snow,  1  cannot  deny  but  I 
have  feen  them  frequently,  and  once  thought  I 
heard  a  Whiftle,  as  tho*  in  my  Ear,  when  no  Body 
could  make.it  was  near  me. 

For.my  Part  I  fhalV  not  pretend  to  determine  If 
fuch  Appearances  have  any  Reality,  or  aie  only  the 
EfFcd  of  the  Imagination;  but  as  I  had  rather  %\ve 
Credit  tothem,  tWan  to  be  convinced  by  occular  ■ 
Demonfl ration,  I  fhall  leave  the  Point  to  be  difcuffed 
ky  throfe  who  have  made  it  more  their  Study ;  and 
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only  fay,  that  whatever  Belief  we  ought  lo  give  to 
feme  Accounts  of  this  Kind,  there  are  others,  and 
much  more  numer.  ur,  which  merit  only  to  be 
laughed  at;  it  not  being  at  all  confonant  to  Reafon, 
or  the  Idea  Rf  litiioa  hasgiven  us  of  the  fallen  Angels, 
to  fuppofe  Spirits  fo  eminei  t  in  Wifdomand  Know- 
ledge, asto  be  exceeded  by  nothing  but  their  Crea- 
tor, Ihould  vifit  tiie  Earth  for  fuch  trifling  Furpoles 
«s  to  throw  Buttles  and  GlaflTcs  abcut  a  Room,  and 
a  thoufand  other  as  ridiculous  Gambt  Is  mentioned 
in  thofe  voluminous  Treatifes  cf  Apparitiuns. 

The  Natives  of  this  Ifland  tell  you  alio,  that  be- 
fore any  Perfon  dies,  the  'TOceiTi on  of  the  Funeral 
it  a6ied  by  a  Sort  ot  Beings,  which  for  that  End 
render  themfelves  vifible.  1  know  feveral  that  of- 
fered to  m.ike  Oath,  that  as  they  have  been  pafllng 
the  Road,  one  of  thefe  Funerals  come  behind  them, 
and  even  laid  the  Bier  on  their  Shoulders,  as  tho'to 
afTillthe  Bearers.  One  Perfon  who  affured  he  had 
been  ferved  fo,  told  me  the  Fle(h  of  his  Shoulder 
had  been  very  much  bruifed,  and  was  black  for  ma- 
ny Weeks  after. 

There  are  few  or  none  of  them  who  pretend  not 
to  have  feen  or  heard  thefe  imaginary  Obfequie«, 
(for  I  muft  not  omit  that  they  fung  Pfalms  in  the 
fame  Manner  as  thofe  who  do  accompany  the  Corpfc 
of  a  dead  Ftiend)  which  fo  little  differ  from  real 
ones,  that  they  are  not  to  be  known  'till  both  Cof- 
fin and  Mourners  are  feen  to  vanilh  at  the  Church 
Doors.  Thefe  they  take  to  be  a  fort  of  friendly  De- 
mons, and  their  Bufinef>,  they  fay,  is  to  warn  Peo- 
ple of  what  is  to  befal  them.  Accordingly  they 
give  Notice'  if  any  Stransers  approach,  by  the 
trampling  cf  HoiTes  at  the  Gate  of  the  Houfe  where 
they  are  to  Anive.  As  difficult  as  I  found  it  to 
bring  myftlf  to  give  any  Faith  to  this,  I  have  fre- 
^i^uently  been  very  much  furprized,  when  on  vifiting 
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a  Friend,  I  hkWfoutid;t1ie  ^Tableieady  fpTeAcl,  auiJ 
every  thing  in  o'r'de'r  to  receive  rrie/  and  being  told 
by  the  Perfon  to  whom  t  went,  th'dthe  had  Know- 
ledge of  my  c  ming  or  fome  other  Gueft,  bythefe 
good-natured  lutelUgencers,  Nay,  when  obliged 
to  be  abieiU  fome  time  from  Home,  my  owa  Ser-  j 
varits  have  affured  me  they  were  infomd  bythefe 
Means  of  my  Return,  and  cxpe^iCd  me'the  very 
Hour  Icame,  tho'  perhaps  itwa«f6me  Davs  before 
J  lioped  It  myfelf  at  my  going  abroad.  That  this  is 
FpiGt,  I  am  pofitlvely  convinced  by  manv  Proofs; 
but  how  or  wherefore  it  fhoiild  b^:  fo,  has  frequently 
given  me  much  Matter  of  RefleQion,  yet  left  me 
in  the  fame  Uncertainty  as  before.  Here,  thvrefore, 
■will  I  quit  tiie  Su'bjeft,  and  proceed  to  Thinjs 
much  eafier  to  be  accounted  for. 

It  '\$  certain  that  they  have  no  Timber,  but  what 
they  find  in  Begs  or  Sloughs  when  'they  dig  for 
Turf,  and  t'here  is  feidom  any  foufid  in  lefs  than  14 
nr  15  Feet  deep.  In  fearching  for  it  they  fome- 
tiraes  meet  with  greater  Prizes.  I  faw  a  very  fiiie 
Silver  Crucifix,  and  many  Pieces  of  old  Coin,  not rfi 
only  of  Copper,  but.  alfo  of  Gold  and  Silver,  which 
had  been  found  in  the  F.arth.  They  Were  got  into 
Hand?  that  would  not  be  prevailed  on  to  part  with 
them,  though  they  knew  neither  the  Age  nor  the 
Meaning  of  them  ;  I  would  have  fent  fome  to  osr 
learned  and  ingenious  Artiquafies  in  Englandy  who, 
perhaps,  might,  by  the  Infcriptions  and  Figures, 
have  been  able  to  judge  more  truly  of  the  former 
Government,  and  Rulers  of  thofe  People,  than  a- 
ny  of  thofe  Traditions,  which  with  them  pafs  for 
hiftorical  Truths,  but  according  torry  Notion  of 
Things  are  no  better  than  fo  many  Fable?.  But  as 
I  could  not  obtain  the  real  Medals,  I  hnd  the  privi- 
ledge  of  taking  a  Draught  of  fome  which  I  locked 
tjpon  as  the  moft  curious  of  them. 

The 
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The  firft  of  thefe  were  Gold,  the  next  Silver, 
and  all  the  others  Brafs.  But  'here  were  many  which 
I  believe  of  greater  Antiquity,  but  fo  much  im- 
paired, that  it  was  impoflible  for  the  niceft  Eye -to 
take  the  Imprefllon. 

Having  mentioned  thefe  Curiofities,  I  muft  ndt 
omit  one,  which,  is  true,  was  a  much  greater,  and 
afforded  more  Matter  of  Speculation  to  the  Age  it 
was  found  in,  than  any  I  have  named.  It  was  a 
Man  perfect  in  all  his  Limbs  and  Features,  and, 
what  is  yet  more  wonderful,  in  his  Habit;  though, 
by  the  Make  of  it,  he  muft  have  lain  under  ground 
upwards  of  an  Hundred  Years.  This  extraordinary 
Difcovery,  they  fay,  happened  no  longer  ago  than 
in  the  Reign  of  King  Charles  the  Firft:  there  are 
perfons  now  living,  who  p.ffured  me  their  Fathers 
faw  it;  and  from  hence  they  infer  the  Wholefome- 
nefs  of  their  Climate,  fince  the  Earth  of  itfelf, 
only  by  being  kept  clofe,  could  preferve  a  human 
Body,  unemboweled,  unembalmed,  from  being  cor- 
rupted, or  even  his  Cloaths  from  Rottennefs  or  De- 
cay. But  as  greatly  as  I  have  heard  this  Story  a- 
verred,  I  do  not  fet  it  down,  either  here,  or  in  my 
own  Mind,  for  undoubted  Verity,  but  leave  it  to  th.e 
Pleafure  of  my  Reader  to  believe,  as  he  thinks  mod 
reafonable,  concerning  this,  as  well  as  the  many  o- 
ther  Prodigies  of  Nature,  which  no  Man  can  give 
a  full  Account  of  this  Ifland  without  mentioning. 

Among  others,  1  know  none  which  more  jullly 
may  be  called  fo,  at  leaft,  of  thofe  which  I  am  con- 
vinced of  the  Truth  of,  than  that  of  the  Water  Bull, 
An  amphibious  Creature,  which  takes  its  Name 
from  the  fo  great  Refemblance  it  has  of  that  Bead, 
that  many  of  the  People,  having  feen  him  in  a  FitW, 
have  not  diftinguifhed  from  one  of  the  more  natural 
Species:  nor  have  the  Cows  any  In  din  61  to  avoid 
him,  the'  if  any  happen  to  copulate  "with  him,  as 
D  tb«^ 
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tlicy  frequently  (Jo,  the  Creature  they  conceive, 
never  has  Life  or  any  due  Formation,  but  feems  a 
rude  LuxTjp  of  Flcfh  and  Skin  without  Bones,  and 
feldom  brought  forth  without  the  Death  of  the- Cow. 

A  Neighbour  of  mine  who  kept  Cattle,  had  his 
Fields  very  much  infefted  with  this  Animal,  by 
which  he  had  loft  feveral  Cows:  he  therefore,  placed 
a  Man  continually  to  watch,  who  bringing  him 
Word,  that  a  (trange  Bu'l  was  among  the  Cow?, 
he  doubted  not  but  it  was  the  Wv.t(r  Bull^  and  hav- 
ing called  a  good  Number  of  lufty  Men  to  his  Af- 
fiftance  who  were  all  armed  with  great  Poles,  P  tch- 
forks,  and  other  "Weapers  proper  to  defend  them^ 
felve.':,  and  be  the  Death  of  this  dangerous  Fnemy; 
they  went  to  the  place-where  they  were  told  he  was, 
and  run  altogether  at  him:  but  he  wa^  too  nimble, 
and  after  tiring  them  over  Mountains,  and  Rocks, 
and  a  great  Space  of  ftony  Ground,  he  took  a  Ri- 
ver, and  avoided  any  further  Chacc  by  diving  down 
into  it,  tho'  every  now  <ind  then  he  would  {hew  his 
Head  above  Water,  as  if  to  mock  their  (kill.  I 
heard  of  a  Perfon  hov/ever,  who  being  pfrplex'd 
in  this  Manner  by  one  oi  thtf^  Water  Bulls,  had 
more  Cunning,  taking  a  gun  with  him,  charged 
•fe'ith  a  Brace  of  Bullets,  ihot  him  as  he  was  going 
into  the  River.  * 

As  to  any  Buildings  of  great  Antiquity  in  this 
Ifiand,  there  are  now  no  Remains  alter  CaJlk'RuJJin^ 
and  PeelCaJiUt  with  the  Churches  about  it,  but  the 
Nunnery,  and  the  Fort. a  Douglas,  each  of  which 
1  (hall  defcribe  in  a  particular  Manner. 

That  which  is  called  the  Nnnnery,  is  fituate  in  a 
good  pleafant  p^rt  of  the  Country,  aliout  Half  a 
Mile  from  Douglas,  and  tho'  now  entirely  out  of 
'Repair,  except  one  fm.all  p.^rt  of  it,  where  the  pre- 
fent  Major  has   his  ReCdence,  (hews  in  .  its  Ruins 
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that  few  Mon5ifteries  once  exceeded  it,  either  in 
Largenefs  or  fine  Building,  There  are  ftill  fome 
ef  the  Cloyfters  remaining,  the  Cieh'ngs  of  which 
difcover  they,  were  the  Workmanlhip  of  the  mod 
mafterly  Hands,  nothing  in  the  whole  Creation  hut 
what  is  imitated  in  curious  Carvings  on  it.  The 
Pillars  fupporting  the  Arches  are  fo  thick,  as  if  that 
Edifice  was  erefted  with  a  Defign  to  baffle  the  Ef- 
forts of  Time ;  nor  cou'd  it,  in  more  Years  than  have 
elapfed,  Unce  the  Coming  of  Chrift,  have  been  fo 
greatly  defuced,  had  it  received  no  Injury  but  from 
Time:  but  in  fo^e  of'the  dreadful  Revolutions  this 
Ifland  has  fuftained,  it  doubtlefs  has  fuffered  much 
from  the  Outrages  of  the  Soldiers,  as  may  be  ga- 
ther'd  by  the  Niches  yet  (landing  in  the  Chapel 
{.vhlch  has  been  one  of  the  fined:  in  the  World)  and 
the  Images  of  the  Siints  repofned  in  them  being 
torn  out,  which  could  not  have  happened  but  by 
Force. 

Here  have  alfo  been  many  curious  Monuments, 
the  Infcriptions  of  which,  tho'  almoft  worn  out,  yet 
ftill  retain  enough  to  make  the  Reader  know  the 
Bodies  of  very  great  Perfors  have  been  repofited 
here.     There  is  plainly  to  be  read  on  one  of  them, 

Illuftrifllma  MulildafiHa And  a  little  lower,  on  the 

fame  Stone, 

' Rix  MercidS  -- — 

I  think  there  is  great  Probability  to  believe  that  this 
was  Matilda,  the  Daughter  of  Ethebert,  one  of,  the 
Kings  of  England,  of  the  Saxon  Race,  fince  both 
Stovk)  and  IJollitigPjcdf  agree  that  Princefs  died  a  Re- 
clufe:  but  is  there  is  no  Certainty,  the  Date  being 
erafed,  1  fhall  leave  it  to  my  Reader  to  think  of  it 
according  to  Pleafure. 

But  I  am  entirely  of  Opinion  that  Catiefmunda 
D  2  the 
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the  fair  Nun  of  Winchejier,  who  fled  from  the  Vio- 
lence threatened  her  by  King  Ji>/5«,  took  Refuge  in 
this  Monaftery,  and  was  here  buried  ;  becaufe  there 
is  very  plainly  to  be  read, — Cart efmunda  Virgo  Imma- 
culata.  Thefe  Words  remain  fo  legiWe,  that  I  doubt 
not  but  the  whole  Infcription  would  have  been  fo. 
too  had  not  fome  barbarous  and  facrilegious  Hands 
broke  the  Stone^  leaving  only  one  Corner  of  it,  which 
is  fupported  by  a  Column,  and  on  the  Bafe  the  Date 
is  perfedly  frefh. 

Anna  Dcmhit  1230, 

Several  fine  Figures,  which  feemed  defigned  by 
way  of  Hierloglyphic,  have  alio  been  both  theOrna- 
ments  and  Explanation  of  thefe  Tombs;  but  now 
demoUfhed,  that  one  can  only  know  by  the  Fragments 
they  have  been  too  excellent  not  to  have  merited  a 
better  Fate. 

In  the  midft  of  a  fmall  fquare  Court  behind  this 
Chapel  is  a  fert  of  a  Pyramid  of  reddifti  Stones  ce- 
mented with  Clay,  on  which  formerly  flood  aCrofs ; 
and  near  it  have  been  many  fine  Monument?,  tho* 
not  fo  magnificent  "as  thofe  within  the  Chanel. 
From  this  Place  you  may  go  down  by  a  gradual  I>e- 
fcent  to  a  Cell,  built  all  of  white  Stone,  where 
flood  the  Confeflional  Chair;  but  this  alfo  lies  in 
Ruins:  as  does  a  great  Gate,  which,  they  fay,  was 
once  ex-ceeding  fine,  and  was  never  opened  but  at 
the  Initiation  of  a  Nun,  or  the  Death  of  a  I/ady 
Abbefs.  Some  Pieces  of  broken  Columns  are  f\'ii\ 
to  be  feen  up  and  down  the  Ground,  but  the  greateft 
Part  have  been  removed  for  other  Ufes.  There  are 
a  vaft  Number  of  Caverns  under  Ground,  fome  of 
which  were  built  for  Places  of  Penance,  others  for 
Convenience.  In  fome  are  narrow  Stone  Benches, 
which  by  the  exceflive  Dampnefs,  are  overgrown 
with  Mofs,  but  all  are  dark,  and  the  very  Entranee 

to 
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to  them  choaked  up  with  Weeds  and  Briars;  fo  lit- 
tle Veneration  do  the  prefent  Inhabitints  of  this 
Ifland  pay  to  the  Antiquity',  or  the  Memory  of  what 
was  fo  precious  to  their  Forefathers,  who  were  for- 
merly fo  very  religious,  that  whtn  they  went  a- 
broad,  they  put  on  a  Winding-fheet,  to  flic w  t'tey 
were  not  unmindful  of  Death. 

Tho'  the  Rivers  in  this  Tfland  afford  great  Plenty 
of  excellent  Water,  a  Well  belonging  to  this  Nun- 
nery is  r»id  to  have  exceeded  them  all;  but  has  been 
notwithftanding  the  many  extraordinary  Properties 
afcribed  to  it,  of  late  fufFered  to  dry  up. 

Here  have  alfo  been  many  fparious  Gardens  for 
Convenience  and  Pleafure  of  the  Nuns,  but  I  have 
heard  a  melancholy  Account  of  the  fevere  Trial 
put  on  thofe  who  were  fufpeSted  to  have  been  guilty 
of  falfifying  their  Vows  of  Chaftity. 

Over  3  Place  called  the  How  of  Drt^las,  which 
is  the  Extent  of  the  Earl  of  Derh/s  Dominion  on 
the  Sea,  th'ere  is  a  Rock,  vaftly  high  and  deep,  about 
the  Middle  of  which  is  a  hollow  not  very  different 
from  the  Faftiion  of  an  Elbow-Chair,  and  near  the 
Top,  another  much  like  the  former.  Whether 
thefe  are  made  by  Art  or  Nature,  I  cannot  pretend 
todetermine,  nor  did  [ever  hear:  but  on  the  flicfhteft 
Accufation,  the  poor  Nun  was  brought  to  the  Foot 
of  this  Rock,  when  the  Sea  was  out,  and  ob'iged  to 
climb  to  the  firfl:  Chair,  where  flie  fat  till  the  Tide 
twice  ebbed  and  flowed.  Thofe  who  had  given  a 
greater  Caufe  for  Sufpicion,  went  up  to  the  fecond 
Chair,  and  fat  the  fame  Space  of  Time.  Thofe 
who  endured  this  Trial,  and  defcended  unhurt, 
were  cleared  of  the  ACperfion  thrown  upon  them. 
But  in  my  Opinion,  the  Number  of  the  Fortunate 
could  not  be  great,  for  befiJes  the  Danger  of  Climb- 
ing the  rugged  and  fteep  Rock,  (which  now  very 
O  3  tew 
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ftw  Men  can  do  above  30  or  40  Paces)  the  extreme 
Celd  when  you  come  to  any  Height,  the  Horror  of 
being  expofed  alone  to  all  the  Fury  of  the  Ele- 
ments, and  the  hoirid  ProfpeiSt  of  the  Sea,  roaring 
through  a  thoufand  Cavities,  and  foaming  round 
you  on  every  Side,  is  enough  to  ftagger  the  firmeft 
Refolution  and  Courage,  and  without  all  Queftion 
been  the  Deftru^ion  of  many  of  thofe  unhappy 
Wretches. 

The  Fort  of  Douglas,  which  commands  the  Bay, 
is  a  very  antient  Building,  but  kept  in  good  Repair. 
They  fay  that  the  great  Carat ack.  Brother  to  Bon- 
iucOy  Queen  of  Britain,  concealed  here  his  young 
Nephew  from  the  Fury  of  the  Romanf,  who  were 
in  Purfuit  of  him,  after  having  vanquifhed  the 
Queen,  and  llain  all  her  other  Children.  There  is 
certainly  a  very  ftrong  and  fecret  Apartment  under 
Ground  in  it,  having  no  Paffage  to  it  but  a  Hole, 
which  is  covered  with  a  large  Stone  ;  and  is  called 
to  this  Day,  TAe  Great  Man's  Chamcbr. 

The  antient  Inhabitants  of  this  Ifland  feem  to 
have  taken  great  Delight  in  fubterraneous  Dwell- 
ings, for  there  is  not  one  old  Building  in  it,  which 
has  not  an  equal  Number  of  Rot>ms  under  Ground 
«s  above,  and  fometimts  as  much,  if  not  more, 
richly  ornamented  with  Carvings,  and  the  Floors 
covered  with  Stone  of  different  Colours,  which 
makes  them  appear  as  if  inlaid,  and  are  very  beau- 
tiful to  the  Eye.  This  therefore  one  may  be  bold 
to  fay  without  injuring  the  Tiuth,  that  however 
unpolite  and  favage  thofe  who  now  call  themfelves 
the  Natives  of  Man  may  be,  it  had  in  it,  in  fome 
Ages  of  the  V/orld,  Perfons  of  the  moft  delicite 
and  elegant  Tafte,  and  who  in  all  their  Cuftcfins 
favoured  of  a  Difpofition  rather  inclined  to  the  Po- 
fnaniick  than  the  RuJ^ickf  as  they  are    at  this  Time 

degenerated. 
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degenerated,  even  to  the  greateft  Degree  that  can 
be  imagined. 

My  Reader  will  eafily  perceive  h'^w  lirtle  I  dero- 
gate from  the  Genteelnefs  of  their  Mmners,  when 
I  (hall  tell  him  that  Knives,  Forks  or  Spoons  are  in 
fo  little  Ufe  with  them,  that  at  thof'  Houfes  which 
are  counted  the  beft,  excepting  the  Governor's, 
the  Biftiop's,  and  the  Lord  Steward's,  you  fhali  not 
find  above  three  or  four  Knives  at  a  Table,  where, 
perhaps,  there  are  twenty  Guefts,  and  as  for  Forks, 
they  feem  not  to  know  what  to  do  with  them;  for 
ii  a  Manks  Man  or  Woman,  happens  to  be  invited 
to  an  Englijh  Family,  nothing  can  be  more  auk- 
ward  than  their  attempting  to  make  Ufe  of  them. 
They  are  admirably  dextrous  in  differing  a  Fowl 
with  their  Fingers,  and  if  the  Operation  happens 
to  be  more  than  ordinary  difiRcuit,  they  take  one 
Quarter  in  their  Teeth,  and  with  both  their  Hands 
wrench  the  Limbs  afunder  This  I  have  feen  done 
among  very  wealthy  People,  and  who  would  not 
deny  themfclves  thefe  Conveniencies,  if  they 
thought  them  of  any  Confequence.  Nay,  fo  in- 
corrigible are  they  in  this  Humour,  that  though, 
whenever  invited  by  the  Englijh  or  Irifby  they  find 
thefe  Ufnfils  at  every  Plate,  they  will  not  rettirn 
the  Complaifance  at  their  own  Entertainments. 
This  Behaviour,  at  my  firft  coming,  put  me  in 
Mind  of  yE/o/>'s  Stork,  who  invited  the  Fox  to  Din- 
ner on  Viands  in  long-necked  Bf^ttles;  for  I  found 
good  Provifion,  but  no  Means  to  come  at  it.  But 
on  my  growing  better  acquainted  with  the  Cuftom 
of  the  People,  I  carried  in  future  a  Knife,  Fork 
and  Spoon  in  my  Pocket. 

In  their  Sports  they  retain  fomeihinf  of  the  Ar^ 
cadian  Simplicity.  Dancint^,  if  I  may  call  it  fo, 
jumping  and  turning  round  at  leaf!,  to  the  Fiddle  or 
Bafs  Viol,  is  their  great  Diverfion.     In   Summer, 

the/ 
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they  have  it  in  the  Fields,  and  in  Winter,  in  t-he 
Barns.  The  Month  of  May  is  every  Year  ufiiered 
in  with  a  Ceremony  which  has  romething  in  the 
Defign  of  it  pretty,  enough,  and,  I  beUeve,  will 
not,  be  tirefome  to  my  Reader  in  the  Account. 

In  almon:  all  the  great  Parifhes  they  rhufe    from 
among  the  Daughters  of  the  mod  wealthy  Farmers 
a  young  Maid,  for  tht^eenof  May.     She   is  dreft 
in  the  gayeft  and  beft  Manner  they  can,  and  is  at- 
tended   by    about  twenty  others,  who   are    called 
Maids  of  Honour:  She  has  alfo  a  young  Man,  who 
is  her  Captain,  and  has  under  his  Command  a  good 
Number  of  inferior  Officers.     In  Oppofition  to  her 
is  the  ^eettof  Winter y  who  is  a  Man  dreft  in  Wo- 
man's Cloaths,  with  Woollen  Hoods,  Fur  Tippets, 
and  loaded   with  the  warmeft  and  heavieft    Habits 
one  upon  another:  In  the  fame  Manner  are   thofe 
who  reprefent  her  Attendants  dreft,  nor  is  flie  with- 
out a  Captain   and  Troop  for  her  Defence.     Both 
being  equipped  as  proper  Emblems  of  the   Beauty 
of  the  Spring,  and  the  Deformity  of  the  Winter, 
they  fet  forth  from  their  refpedive  Quarters  ;  the 
one  preceded  by  Violins  and  Flutes,  the  other  with 
the  rough  Mufick  of  the  Tongs  and  Cleavers.  Both 
Companies  march  'till  they  meet    on   a   Common, 
and  then  their  Trains  engage  in  a  mock  Battle.     If 
the  ^een  of  Winter's  Forces  get    the  better.  To  far 
as   to  take  the    ^een   of  May  Prifoper,  fhe  is  ran- 
fomed  for  as  much  as  pays  the  Experices  of  the  Day. 
After  this  Ceremony  Winter  and  her   Company  re- 
tire, and   divert  themfelves  in  a  Barn,  and   the  o- 
thers  remain  on  the  Green,  whsrc,  having  danced 
a  conliderable    Ti  n  -     hey  conclude    »he   Evening 
with  a  Feaft:  The  Queen  at  one    Table    with  her 
Maidi,  the   Captain  with    his   Troop    at   another. 
There  are  feldom  lefs  than  50  or  60  Perfons  at  e^ch 
B«ard,  but,  as  I    faid  before,  not  more  than  three 
Knives. 

Imuft 
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I  muft  not  here  omi't  that  the  firft  Courfe  at  a 
Manks  Feaft  is  always  Broth,  which  is  ferved  upj 
not  in  a  Soup  Difh,  but  in  wooden  Piggins,  every 
Man  his  Mefs.  This  they  do  not  fup  with  Spoons, 
but  with  Shells,  which  they  call  Sligs,  very  like  our  ■ 
MulTel  Shells,  but  much  larger. 

Chrljlmas  is  ufhered  in  with  a  Form-  much  \t^% 
meaning,  and  infinitely  more  fatiguing.  On  the- 
24th  of  December y  towards  Evening,  all  the  Servants 
in  general  have  a  Holiday,  they  go  not  to  Bed  all' 
Night,  but  ramble  about  'till  the  Bells  ring  in  all 
the  Churches,  which  is  at  la  o'Clock;  Prayers  be- 
ing Over,  they  go  to  hunt  the  Wren,  and  after" 
having  found  one  of  thefe  poor  Birds,  they  kill  her,, 
and  lay  her  on  a  Bier  with  the  utmofl:  Solemnity, 
bringing  her  to  the  Parifti  Church,  and  burying  her- 
with  a  whimfical  Kind  of  Ceremony,  finging  Dirges 
over  her  in  the  Mu«<^j  l^anguage,  which  they  calP 
her  Knell;  after  which  Chrijlmas  begins.  There  is 
not  a  Barn  unoccupied  the  whole  twelve  Days, 
every  P.irifh  hiring  Fiddlers  at  the  publick  Ch.irge  ; 
and  all  th^  Youth,  nay  fometimes  People  well  ad- 
vanced in  Years,  making  no  Scruple  to  be  among 
thefe  nocturnal  Dancers.  At  this  Time  there  ne- 
ver fails  of  fome  Work  being  made  for  Kirk  "Jar- 
tttynt ;  ^o  many  young  Fellows  and  Girls  meeting  in 
thefe  Diverfions,  Nature  too  often  prompts  them 
to  more  clofe  Celebrations  of  the  Feftival,  than 
thofe  the  Barn  allows  ;  and  many  a  Hedge  has  been 
V/itnefs  of  Endearnnents,  which  Fear  of  Punifh- 
ment  has  afterwards  m^de  both  forfwear  at  the  holy 
A\tAT\n  Purgation.  On  Twelfth  Day  the  Fiddler 
lays  his  Head  in  fome  one  of  the  Wenches  Laps, 
and  a  third  Perfon  aiks,  who  fuch  a  Maid  or  fuch  a 
Maid  (hill  marry,  naming  the  Girls  then  prefent 
one  after  another;  to  which  he  anfwers  according 
to  his  ©wn  Whim,  or  agreeable   to  the   Intimacies. 

he 
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he  has  taken  Notice  of  during  this  Time  of  Merri- 
ment. Bm  whatever  he  fays  is  abfolutely  depended 
on  as  an  Oracle ;  and  if  he  happens  to  couple  two 
People  who  have  an  Averfion  to  each  other,  Te  ts 
and'^Vexation  fucceed  the  Mirth.  This,  they  call. 
Cutting  off  the  Fiddkr' s  Head ^  for  after  this,  he  is 
dead  for  the  whole  Year; 

ThisCuftom  ftill  continues  in  every  Pari(h;  and 
If  any  young  Lad  or  Lafs  was  denied  ^he  Privilege 
, of  doing  whatever  came  into  their  Headi,  they 
would  look  on  themfelves  as  infinitely  injured. 
This  Time  is  indeed  their  Citrnival,  and  they  take 
and  are  allowed  more  Liberties  than,  methinks,  are 
confonant  with  their  StriSnefsin  other  Cafe*. 

The  young  Men  here  are  great  Shooters  with 
Bows  and  Arrows.  There  are  frequently  Shooting 
Matches,  Parifh  againft  Pari(h,  and  Wagers,  laid, 
which  Side  fhall  have : the  better; 

As  for  publiek  Shows,  there  are  none  of  any 
Kind  exhibited  in  this  Ifland,  fo  that  the  only  Di- 
verfion  of  the  better  Sort  of  People  is  Drinking, . 
which,  indeed,  they  have  an  excellent  Opportunity 
to  indulge;  the  beft  Wines,  Rum  and  Brandy  be- 
ing exceflively  cheap>  anda  Man  may  drink  himfelf 
^ead,  without  much  Expence  to  his  Family. 

They  have  no  Fairs  worth  mentioning,  except 
two,  which  are  kept  at  Kirk  Patrick,  the  one  at 
Midfummer,  and  the  other  juft  after  Michaelmas. 
To  thefe  the  good  Houfewives  bring  Thread  and 
Worfted  of  their  own  Spinning  to  be  wove,  and 
fcere  alfo  you  may  buy  any  Sort  of  Linen,  or  Wool- 
len Gloth  the  Country  produces,  but  none  elfe. 
They  fell  no  Trinkets  at  thefe  Fairs,  as  at  the  Irtfi} 
ones,  nor  much  Eatables,  befides  Butter  and  Fowls, 
wbich  C&mmodi'ies  are  brought  in   Creels,  a  Sort 

of 
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of  Bailtcts  made  of  Straw,  which  they  harig  over 
their    Horfes  Necki,  in  the  Manner   t{  Panniers, 
and  will  contain  a  great  Quantity. 

As  to  their  Horfes,  they  are  g:enerally  flret,  but 
fmall,  and  very  hardy;  they  we^r  no  Shoes,  eat  no 
Corn,  nor  ever  go  into  Stable  ;  but  when  they  come 
cfF  a  Journey,  the*  the  Weather  be  ever  fo  bad,  are 
only  tuined  lool'e  to  graze  before  their  Doors,  crin 
an  adjoining  Field. 

Nor  are  their  ovrners  of  much  lefsiiardy  Conftt- 
tutions;  the  greateft  part  of  them,  of  both  Sexes, 
go  barefoot,  except  on  Suttdayt,  or  when  they  are 
at  Work  in  the  Field,  and  have  then  only  fmall 
Pieces  of  Cows,  or  Horfes  Hide,  at  the  Bottom  of 
their  Feet,  tied  on  with  a  Packthread,  which  they 
call  Carram.  Their  Food  is  commonly  Herrings, 
and  Potatoes ;  for,  notwithftanding  the  great  Plenty 
of  Salmon,  Cod,  Eeli,  Rabbits  and  Wild  fowl  of  all 
forti,  the  ordinary  People  either  cannot,  nor  will 
not  afford  themfelves  any  thing  elfe.  They  are, 
however,  exceeding  ftrong :  I  have  feen  a  little 
Woman  tuck  up  her  Petticoats,  and  carry  a  very 
lufty  Man  on  her  Back  through  the  River,  and  this 
they  frequently  do  for  a  Piece  of  Money,  the  Wa- 
ter being  too  deep  for  any  but  the  Natives  to  pafs 
on  Foot. 

Angling  and  Shooting  would  be  agreeable  Diver- 
fions  for  Gentlemen  here,  were  not  the  Air  fo  ex- 
tremely ccld  and  aguifh.  'Tis  certain  that  there  is 
not  a  Pbce  in  the  known  World,  which  affords 
finer  Fifh  ;  I  have  feen  Eels  of  fix  T^oot  long,  and 
Salmon  of  between  four  and  five  Foot  lone,  and 
wonderfully  fweet  and  lufcious:  not  is  their  Wild- 
fowl inferior  to  any,  efp'-cially  the  Woodcocks  and 
Teal.  They  have  alfo  a  Kind,  wbich  I  never  heard 
«f  any  where  elfe;  it  is  called  a  Puffen,  and  is  of  a 
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■grey  Colour,  with  a  white  Bread,  fomewhat  bigger 
-than  a  tame  Pigeon,  and  is  good  Food  to  be  eat 
frefli,  only  it  is  too  fat,  and  has  fomethingof  a  fifliy 
Tafte ;  but  is  exctllert  when  potted  and  pickled,  and 
•will  laft  for  a  ivhole  Year.  Thefe  Birds  are  taken 
in  a  Place  called  ihcCa^f  of  Man,  where  they  breed 
in  great  Quantities  in  the  Holes  of  the  Rocks.  They 
both  fly,  and  fwim  and  dive  in  the  Water  like 
■Ducks.  The  beft  Time  for  taking  them,  is  in  the 
latter  End  of  July,  and  the  Beginning  of  Juguji. 

Rabbits  are  i'n  fuch  Plenty,  efpecially  in  the 
Months  of  Auguji  and  September,  that  they  may  be 
bought  for  a  Penny  a-piece,  returning  the  Skins, 
which  are  fent  to  England  and  Ireland  by  Perfons  who 
come  over  every  Year,  on  purpofe  to  import  them. 

But  as  the  Herring  Fifherv  is  the  moft  talked  of 
abroad  of  any  thing  appertaining  tothis  Ifland,  I  be- 
lieve my  Reader  will  be  furprized  that  I  have  folong 
been  filent  on  that  Htad:  To  comply  therefore 
with  his  Expe8:ation,  and  difcharge,  as  well  as  in 
■me  lies,  the  Duty  of  an  Hiftorian,  I  (hall  give  as 
perfe6J;  an  Account  of  it  as  poflible. 

Tho'  Herring?  are  taken  all  round  this  Ifland,  ytff 
the  "main  Body  of  the  Fifher-Boats  go  out  from 
Port  Ircn,  where  the  Fifhermen  are  attended  by  a 
Clergyman,  whojoins  with  them  in  a  folemn  Form 
of  Prayer,  on  the  Sea-fide,  to  Almighty  God,  that 
he  will  be  pleaftd  to  favcur-their  Undertaking,  atrd 
blefs  their  Nets  with  Plenty.  'Tis  ^:he  Opinion  of 
many  a  learned  Man,  that  there  is  no  created  Being 
on  E  arth,  of  which  there  is  not  a  Similitude  in  the 
Sea,  and  the  Creatures  which  I  havefumetimes  feen 
brought  up  with  the  Herrings,  Teem  to  confirm  the 
T^ruth  of  this  Conjefture.  Nothing  is  more  com- 
mon, than  for  their  Nets  to  be  broke  with  the 
Weight  af  a  Fifli  which  ihey  call  a  Sea-Calf ;  and, 

indeed. 
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JTidecd,  In  the  Head,  and  all  the  eipper  Parts,  dif- 
fer nothin?  from  thoie  we  fee  in  the  Field.  But 
what  does  them  the  mcft  Darrage  is  the  Dog  Fifti, 
A^hich,  by  Reafon  of  it's  Larg^enefs,  tears  the  Nets 
in  fuch  a  Manner,  that  they  lofe  the  Herrings  thro' 
the  Holes,  and  bring  up  no  other  Pri^e  than  that, 
of  which  nothing  but  the  Skin  is  of  any  Value. 
This  was  fo  great  a  Grievance,  that  formerly  they 
put  up  publick  Prayers  in  all  the  Churches,  that 
the  Dog  Fifh  might  be  taken  from  them;  after 
which  they  loft  their  whole  Trade,  for  the  DogFifli 
was  taken  from  them,  and  with  it  the  Herrings  al- 
fo,  neithf'r  of  them  coming  near  the  Seas  all  that 
Seafon  :  On  which  they  changed  their  Tone,  and 
prayed  with  more  Vehemence  for  t^e  Return  of  the 
Dog  Fifh,  than  they  did  before  for  it's  Departure. 
God  was  pleafed,  they  fav,  to  liften  to  their  com- 
plaint, and  on  their  next  going  out,  fent  them  both 
Herrings  and  Dog-Filh,  tho'  not  in  fuch  Abundance 
as  before.  Whether  this  is  YaO.,  or  not,  I  will  not 
pretend  to  fav  ;  it,  however,  affords  a  good  Moral, 
that  we  ought  not  to  expe£t  only  Bleflings  from  the 
Hand  of  Heaven:  fome  Evil  mud  be  mingled  with 
the  Good,  to  the  End  we  may  be  more  dependent 
on  Divine  Providence ;  we  (hould  elfe  be  too  apt 
to  forget  our  Duty,  and,  perhaps  look  on  the  Com- 
forts we  receive  as  our  Due,  and  the  juft  Reward 
of  our  A6tions. 

As  at  tny  firft  coming  to  the  Tfland,  I  was  ex- 
tremely folicitous  in  diving  into  the  Manners  and 
Humours  of  a  People,  which  feemed  fo  altogether 
new,  and  different  from  all  the  other  Europeans  1 
had  ever  feen  ;  I  went  to  Port-Iron,  the  firft  Sea- 
fon fnr  FiHaery,  after  my  Arrival:  where,  falling 
into  Difcourre  with  fome  of  the  Inhabhants,  I  had 
an  Account  given  me,  which  1  think,  would  be 
doing  fomefhing  of  Injuftice  to  the  Publick  to  con- 
ceal. 

E  I  believe 
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I  believe  there  are  few  People,  who  have  not  \ 
heard  of  Mermaids  and  Mermen,  tho'  I  never  met 
with  any,  who  looked  on  them  as  anv  thing  more 
than  the  chimerical  Tritonf  and  A.^phitrites  of  the 
Poets,  till  accidentally  faUing  in  Company  with  a 
Mankfwan,  who  had  ufed  the  Sea  for  many  Yeais, 
he  told  me,  he  had  frequently  feen  them,  and  en- 
deavoured to  make  me  believe  his  Afl'trticn  tru'^^by 
a.thoufard  Oaths  and  Imprecations.  I  happening 
to  mention  this  2ii Port-Iron,  they  feemed  to  wonder 
at  my  Incredulity,  and  gave  me  the  following  Nar- 
:ation. 

In  the  Timejfaid  they, that  O/z't^^r  Cr omvo ell n^ur^- 
cd  the  Proteftorfhip  of  Engbnd,  few  or  no  Ships  re- 
forted  to  this  Ifiand,  and  that  Uninterruption  and- 
Solitude  of  the  Sea,  gave  the  Mermen  and  Mer* 
maids  (who  are  Enemies  to  any  Company  but  thofe 
of  their  own  Species)  frequent  Opportunities  of  vi- 
htirgthe  Shore,  where,  in  Moonlight  Nights,  they 
have  been  feen  to  fit,  combing  their  Heads,  and 
playing  with  each  other  ;  but  as  foon  as  they  per- 
ceived any  Body  coming  near  them,  they  jumped 
into  the  Water,  and  weie  out  of  fight  immediately. 
Some  People  who  lived  near  the  Coaft,  having  ob- 
ferved  their  Behaviour,  fpread  large  Nets,  made  of 
fmall  but  very  ftrong  Cords,  upon  the  Ground,  and 
watched  at  a  convenient  Diftance  for  their  Approach. 
The  Night  they  had  laid  this  Snare,  but  one  hap- 
pened to  come,  who  was  no  fooner  fet  down,  than 
thofe  who  held  the  Strings  of  the  Net,  drew  them 
with  a  fudden  Jerk  and  enclofed  their  Prixe  beyond 
all  Pofiibility  of  efcaping. 

On  opening  their  Net,  and  examining  their'Cap- 
tive,  b>  the  Largenefsof  her  Breads,  and  the  beauty 
of  her  Complexion,  it  was  found  to  be  a  Female  ; 
nothing,  contir.ud  my  Author,  could  be  more  lovely, 
more  ex adly. formed,  in  all  parts  above  the  Waift, 
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rerembltng  a  compleat  young  Woman,  but  below 
that,  all  Fifh,  with  Fins,  and  a  huge  fpreading 
Tail.  She  was  c  rried  to  a  Houfe,  and  ufed  very 
tenderly,  nothing  but  l^iberty  being  denied.  But 
tho'  they  fet  before  her  the  bed:  ProviUon  the  Place 
afforded,  (lie  could  not  be  pr^^Viiled  on  to  eat  or 
drink,  neirher  could  they  get  a  word  from  her,  tho' 
they  knew  thefe  Creatures  were  not  witliout  the 
Gift  of  Speech,  having  heard  them  talk  to  each  o- 
ther,  when  fitting  regaling  themfelves  on  the  Sea- 
fide.  They  kept  her  in  this  Manner  three  Days, 
but  perceiving  (be  began  to  look  very  iil  vi'ith  fading, 
and  fearing, fome  Calamity  would  befal  the  Uland  it 
they  fhould  keep  her  till  fhe  died,  they  agreed  to  let 
her  return  totheElement  ("he  liked  bell:,  and  the  third 
Night  fet  open  their  Door;  which,  as  foon  as  l"he 
behehf,  flie  raifed  herfelf  from  the  Place  where  flie 
was  then  lying,  andgl  ded  with  incredible  Swiftnef's, 
on  her  Tail,  to  the  Sei-fide,  They  followed  at  a 
Diilance,  and  faw  her  pkmgc  into  the  Water,  where 
(he  WAS  met  by  a  great  Number  of  her  own  Species, 
one  of  whom  alked  what  fhe  had  obferved  among 
the  People- on  Earth;  nothing  very  wonderiul  an- 
fwcr'd  (he,  but  that  they  are  fo  very  ignorant,  as  to 
throw  a.way  the  Water  thev  boil  their  Eggs  in. 
This  Queflion,  and  her  reply,  they  told  me,  was 
diftindiy  heard  by  thofe  who  flood  on  the  Shore  to 
watch  what  pafled. 

As  I  had  not  yet  attained  a  thorough  Knowledge 
of  the  Superftition  of  thefe  People,  nor  the  palii- 
onate  Fondnefs  for  every  thing  that  might  be  terjn- 
ed,  The  Wonderful  \,  I  was  exce(rively  furprixed  at 
this  Account,  given  with  fo  ferious  an  Air,  and  fo 
much,  and  folemnly  averred  for  Truth.  I  perceived 
they  were  not  a  little  difgufted  at  my  want  of  Faith, 
but  to  make  a  Convert  of  me,  they  obliged  me  to 
liften  to  another,  as  odd  an  Adventure  as  the  for- 
mer, which  they  afTured  me  wasattelled  by  a  whole 
E  2  Ship's 
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Ship's-Crew,  and  happened  in  the  Memory  of  fome 

then  living. 

There  was  about  forty  er  fifty  Years  fince  a  Pro- 
je£t  fet  on  Foot,  for  fearching  fdr  Treafures  in  the 
Sea;  accordingly  Veffcls  were  got  ready,  and  Ma- 
chines made  of  Glafs,  and  cafed  with  a  thick  tough 
LeatHer,  to  let  the  Perfon  down  who  was  to  dive  (in 
my  Opinion  dearly  purchafed)  for  Wealth.  One  of 
thefc  Ships  happening  to  fail  near  the  I(le  of  Man, 
and  having  heard  the  great  Perfons  formerly  taken 
Refuge  there,  imagined  there  could  not  be  a  more 
likely  Part  of  the  Ccean  to  afford  the  Gain  they 
vere  in  fearch  of  than  this.  They,  therefore, 
let  down  the  Machine,  and  in  it,  the  Perfon  who 
had  undeitaken  to  go  on  this  Expedition  ;  they  let  it 
down  by  a  vaft  Length  of  Rope,  but  he  ilill  plucking 
it,  which  was  the  Sign  of  thofe  above  to  encreafe 
the  Quantity,  they  continued  to  do  fo  til!  they  knew 
he  muft  be  deicended  an  infinite  Number  of  Fathoms, 
in  fine,  he  gave  the  Signal  fo  long,  that,  at  lafl-, 
they  found  themtelves  out  of  Cord,  their  whole 
Stock  being  too  little  for  his  capacious  Inquifition. 
Avery  (kilful  Mathematician  bein^  on  Board,  faid, 
that  he  knew  by  the  Proportion  of  the  Line  which 
was  let  down,  he  muft  have  deH  ended  from  the  Sur- 
face of  the  Waters  more  than  twice  the  Number  of 
Leagues  that  the  Moon  is  computed  to  be  didant 
from  the  Earth.  But  having,  as  I  faid,  no  more 
Cord,  they  were  obliged  to  turn  the  Wheel,  which, 
by  degrees,  brought  him  up  again;  at  their  open- 
ing the  Machine,  and  taking  him  out,  he  appeared 
very  much  troubled,  that  his  Journey  had  fo  foon 
been  at  a  period,  ttUing  them,  that  could  behave 
gone  a  little  faitlier  he  fhould  have  brought  Difco- 
veries  well  wortii  the  Search.  It  is  not  to  be  fup- 
pofed  but  every  Body  was  impatient  to  be  informed 
of  what  kind  they  were;  and  being  all  gathered  a- 
bout  him  on  the  main  Deck,  as  foon  si  he  had  recruited 
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himfelf  with  a  hearty  Swill  of  Brandy,  he  began 
to  relate  in  this  Manner. 

After,  faid  he,  1  had  pafled  the  Region  of  Fiflies, 
I  defcended  into  a  pure  Element,  clear  as  the  Air 
in  the  fereneft  and  mod   unclouded  Day,  througli 
which,  as  I  palTed  I   faw  the   Bottom  of  the  watry 
World,  paved  with  Coral,  and   a  fhining  Kind  of 
Pebbles  which  glittered  like  the  Sun  Beams  refle(5led 
on  a  Glafs.     I  longed  to  tread  tlie  delightful  Paths , 
and  never  felt  moreexquifite  Delight  than  when  the 
Machine  I  was  enclofcd  in,  grazed  upon  it.     On 
looking  thorugh  the  little  Windows  of  mv  Prifon,  I 
faw  large  *^treets  and  Squares  on  every  fide,   orna- 
mented with  huge  Pyramids  of  Cryftal,  not  inferior 
in  brightnefs  to  the  fined  Diamonds ;  tnd  the  mod 
beautiful    Buildings,    not  of    Stone    or  Brick,  but 
of  Mother  o'Pear',  and  embolTeJ  in  various  Figures, 
with  (hells  of  all  Colours.     The  Paffage  which  led 
to  one  of  thefe  magnificent  Apartments  being  open, 
I  endeavoured  with   my  whole   Strength  to  move 
my  enclofure  towards   it,  which  I   did,  tho'    with 
great  difficulty  and  very  flowly.     At  lad,  however, 
I  got  Entrance  into  a  very  fpacious  Room,  in  the 
midd   of  which  dood   a  large  Amber  Table,  with 
feveral  Chairs  round  the  fame.    ,The  Floor  of  it 
was  compofcd  of  rough  Diamonds,  Topax's,  Eme- 
ralds,  Rubies  and  Pearls.     Here  I  doubted  not  but 
to  make  my  Voyage  as  profitable  as  it  was  pleafant, 
for  could  I  have  brought  with  me  but  a  few  of  thefe, 
they  would  have  been   of  more   Value  than  all  we 
could  hope  for  in  a  rhoufand  Wrecks;  but  they  were 
fo  cloftly  wedg*d  in,  and  fo  drongly  cemented  by 
Time,  that  they  were  not  to  be  unfaden'd.     I  faw 
feveral  Chairs,   Carcane^s and  Ring",  of  all  Manner 
of  precious  Stones,    finely    cut,  and    fet   after   our 
Manner;  which,  I  fuppofe  had  been   the  Prize  of 
the  Winds  and  Waves:  Thefe  were  hanging  loofely 
on  the   Jafper  V/alls,   by  Strings  made  of  Rufhes 
E   3  which 
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which  I  might  eafily  have  taken  down,  but  as  I 
had  edged  myfelf  wir'  in  Half  a  Foot  Reach  of 
them,  I  was  unfortunately  drawn  back,  thro*  your 
Want  of  Line.  In  my  Return,  I  faw  feveral 
comely  Mermen  and  beautiful  Mermaids,  the  In*- 
habitants  of  this  blifsful  Region,  fwiftly  defcending; 
towards  it;  but  they  feemed  frighted  at  my  Ap- 
pearance, and  glided  ataDiftance  from  me,  taking^ 
me,  no  Doubt,  forfome  monilrousand  new  created 
Species. 

Here,  faid  my  Authors,  he  ended  his  Account, 
but  grew  fo  melancholy,  and  fo  much  enamoured 
of  thefc  Regions  he  had  vifjted,  that  he  quite  loft 
all  Relifh  for  earthlv  Pleafures,  'till  continual  Fi- 
nings deprived  him  of  his  Life;  having  no  Hope  of 
ever  defcending  there  again,  all  Defign  of  profer 
cuting  the  Diving  ProjeQ:  being  fpon  after  laid 
afide. 

With  the  fame  Confidence  the  Truth  of  thefe 
Narratives  were  aflcrted,  did  I  hear  a  Sailor  pro- 
teft,  that  it  was  a  common  Thing,  when  they  were 
out  at  Sea,  and  too  far  for  the  Voice  of  any  Thing 
on  Land  to  reach  their  Ears,  for  them  to  hear  the 
Bleating  of  Sheep,  the  Barking  of  Dogs,  the  Howl- 
ing of  Wolves,  and  the  diftin6t  Cries  of  every 
Beaft  the  Land  affords. 

As  nothing  is  got  by  contradiding  a  fictitious 
Report,  unlcfs  you  can  difprove  it  by  more  convinc- 
ing Arguments  than  right  Reafon  can  faggeft,  but 
ill  Words,  and,  perhaps,  worfe  Ufage;  I  contented 
myfelf  with  laughing  at  them  within  myfelf,  and 
attempting  not  to  lay  before  People,  whom  I  found 
fuch  Enemies  to  Good  Senfe,  any  Confiderations, 
how  improbable,  if  not  impoflTible,  it  was,  that  any 
Body  fhould  give  Credit  to  what  they  faid. 

Ifhould, 
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T  fhould,  however,  have  doubtlefs  heard  many 
other  Accounts  of  the  like  N  tture,  if,  by  my  faying 
little  in  An^w.-r  to  them,  and  i  certain  Air  of  Ri- 
dicule, which  they  obferved  in  uiy  Countenance, 
ar.d  which,  in  Spite  of  my  Endeavours  to  the  con- 
trary, I  was  not  abl'^  to  refrain,  thev  had  not  per- 
ceived that  it  was  vain  to  attempt  bringing  me  over 
to  their  Side. 

And  now  havinsf  given  as  full  an  Account  as  T  am 
able,  of  the  Wonders  they  relate  of  the  fubterranean 
and  fubterraqueous  World,  let  me  proceed  to  what 
is  to  be  found  by  thofe  who  venture  not  fuch  raih 
Expedients  in  the  Search  of  Curiofuies.  And  firfl: 
■"of  their  Mountains. 

They  have  many  of  a  very  great  Height,  but 
there  are  three  much  fuperior  to  the  others.  The 
firft  is  called  Snafies^  from  the  Top  of  which  you 
may  fee  Englandy  Scotland  and  Ireland.  The  next, 
Barool.  And  the  third,  Carrahan.  Under  thefe, 
they  tell  you,  lie  the  Bodies  of  the  three  Kings, 
from  whofe  Names  the  Mountains  take  their  De- 
nomination, as  they  had  their  Rife  from  their  Buri- 
als: For  having  in  thofe  Days  no  Notion  of  Archi- 
te£lure,  or  erefting  Monuments,  the  only  Way 
they  had  of  perpetuating  the  Memory  of  theDeaJ 
was  to  throw  a  huge  Pile  of  Earth  over  them: 
Every  Body,  in  paiTing,  for  a  great  Number  of 
Ages,  thinking  themfelves  obliged  to  contribute  to- 
wards the  pious  Work,  and  throwing  on  a  little, 
according  to  their  Strength  or  Time  they  were  Ma- 
fttrs  of,  ha:,  raifed  them  to  the  ftupendous  Height 
they  are  now  arrived  at,  efpeciallv  that  of  Snofles, 
under  which  we  may  fuppofe,  either  the  greattlt, 
moft  antient,  or  moft  beloved  Monarch  lies.  Thefe 
rude  Maufoleums  feem,  methinks,  to  fhame  the 
Pride  of  the  modern  Archite^ure,  being  likely  t« 

continue. 
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continue,  when  thofe  built  of  Marble,  with  all 
their  vain  Infinity  of  Expence  and  Art,  will  be 
crumbled  into  Duft,  and  driven  into  the  Air,  the 
Sport  of  every  wanton  Wind. 

The  Bridges  of  any  Confequence  in  thii  Ifland 
are  nine  in  Number,  and  called, 

CaJileTovjn  Bridge.  This  is  built  of  Stone,  kept 
in  good  Repair,  is  of  a  handfome  Breadth,  and  fo 
high,  that  a  Boat  with  a  Maft  may  fail  under  it. 

Ballafalli  Bridge.  This  is  the  oldeft  Bridge  in  the 
Ifland,  and  built  alfo  of  Stone. 

Kirk  Braddon  Bridge.  This  is  a  ftrait  Stone  Bridge, 
and  a  fine  River  runs  under  it,  called  the  Dark  Ri- 
ver.    Here  i»  great  Plenty  of  Fifh,  efpecially  Eels. 

Douglas  Bridge.  This  was  lately  broken  down  by 
the  Rapidity  of.  the  River.  A  Woman  who  was 
going  over  it  with  a  Bottle  of  Brandy  in  her  Hand, 
juft  when  the  Accident  happened,  was  faved  by  the 
Stiffnefs  of  her  Hoop  Petticoat,  which  kept  her  a- 
bove  Water. 

Nunnery  Bridge.  This  Bridge  has  a  Stone  Foun- 
dation, but  is  boarded  over  and  railed  in,  by  Rea- 
fon  of  the, Turbulence  of  the  River,  which  fome- 
times  threatens  to  overflow  it.  Here  they  bring 
their  Leather  to  foak. 

Laxey  Bridge.  This  is  the  moil  beautiful  of  any 
in  the  Ifland,  has  handfome  Scats  to  fit  on,  and  is 
built  over  a  fine  River,  which  raos  between  two 
^reat  Hills. 

Peel  Bridge.  Under  this  is  the  moft  famous  River 
in  the  Ifland  J  it  comci  hom  Kirk  J armyn  Mountains, 

and 
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and   runs  into  the  Sea,  by   the  great  Rock,    on 
which  (lands  PfWCaftlc. 

The  Mtjlaroafs  Mill  Bridge.  This  is  a  fmall 
Bridge,  but  built  of  Stone,  and  muchfrequented. 

Kirk  MaroanBridire.  A  fine  River  coming  from 
Kirk  Maroan  Mountains,  runs  under  this  Bridge  to 
Kirk  ^lanton. 

There  are  befides  thefe,  feveral  fmall  Bridges, 
but  not  the  twentieth  Fart  fufficient  for  the  Conve- 
nience of  the  Inhabitants;  yet,  notwithftanding  a 
Proporii  was  made  for  building  as  many  as  were 
wanted,  on  every  Houfekeeper's  paying  the  »Sum 
of  \d.  per  Year  for  nincYears,  it  was  not  complied 
with. 

Having  rpoken  of  the  Mcnks  Frugality  or  rather 
SorHidnefsin  their  Way  of  Eating,  I  muft  not  omit 
making  an  Exception  to  this  Rule  at  three  feveral 
Times,  which  are  their  Weddings,  their  Chriilen- 
ings,  and  their  Funerals. 

As  to  the  firft,  20/  Is  a  good  Pertion  for  a  Moun- 
taineer's Daughter,  and  they  are  f©  exact  in  the 
Maniage  Bargain,  that  I  have  known  many  who 
called  themltlves  hot  Lovers,  break  off  for  the 
Sake  of  a  Pig  being  refufed  in  the  Article.  Yet, 
notwithllanding  this,  a  Stranger  cannot  be  invited  to 
one  of  their  nuptial  Feafts  without  believing  him- 
ffclf  in  a  Land  of  the  utmoft  I'l^nty  and  Holpitality. 
The  Match  is  no  fooner  concluded,  than  befides 
the  Bans  of  Matrimony  being  publickly  afkedinthe 
Church  three  Sundays^  Notice  is  given  to  all  the 
Friends  and  Relations  on  both  Sides,  tho'  they  live 
ever  fo  far  diftant.  Not  one  of  thefe,  unlefs  de- 
tained by  Sicknefs,  fail  coming,  and  bring  fome- 
thing  towards  the  Feaft;    the  nearcft  of   Kin,  if 

they 
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they  are  able,  Gommonly  contribute  moft,  fo  tfeat 
they  have  vaft  Quantiti-s  of  Fowls  of  all  Sorts.  I 
have  feen  a  Dozen  of  Capons  in  one  Platter,  and 
fix  or  eight  fat  Geefe  in  another^  Sheep  and  Hogs 
roafted  whole,  an  0!k  divided  but  intoQiarters. 

fhey  hav€  Bride  Men  and  Bride  Maids,  who 
lead  the  young  Couple  as  in  England^  only  with  this 
Difference,  that  the  former  have  Ozier  Wands  in 
their  Hands  as  an  Emblem  of  Superiority  ;  they  are 
preceded  by  Mufick,  who  play  all  the  while  before 
them  the  Tune  of  The  Black  and  the  Grey,  and  no 
other  is  ever  ufed  at  Weddings.  When  they  arrive 
at  the  Church  Yard,  they  walk  three  Times  round 
the  Church  before  they  enter  it.  The  Ceremony 
being  performed,  they  return  Home,  and  fit  down 
to  Feaft,  after  which  they  dance  in  the  Manks  Fafh- 
ion,  and  between  that  ai)d  Drinking,  pafs  the  Re- 
mainder of  the  Day. 

Their  Chriftenings  are  not  lefs  expenfive,  the 
whole  Country  round  are  invited  to  them,  and  af- 
ter having  baptized  the  Child,  which  they  always 
do  in  the  Church,  let  them  live  ever  fo  far  diftjnt 
fr(?m  it,  they  return  to  the  Houfe,  and  fpend  the 
whole  Day  and  good  Part  of  the  Night  in  Feafting. 

When  a  Perfon  dies,  feveral  of  his  Acquaintarce 
come  to  fit  up  with  him,  which  they  call  the  Wake. . 
The  Clerk  of  the  Parilh  is  obliged  to  fingaPfalm, 
in  which  all  the  Company  join ;  and  after  that  they 
begin  fome  Paftime  to  div-^rt  themfelves,  having 
ftrong  Beer  and  Tobacco  allowed  them  in  great 
Plenty.  This  is  a  Cuftom  borrowed  from  the  hip, 
as  are  indeed  many  others  much  in  Falhion  with 
them. 

As  to  their  Funerals,  they  give  no  Invitation, 
but  every  Body  who   had  any    Acquaintance  with 

the 
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■the  Deceafed  rome  either  on  Foot  or  TTorfeba 
I  hi-ve  fecn  fomelimes  at  a  Monks  Burial,  upwards 
ot  loo  ilorftmen,  and  twice  the  Mn.nbef  oj  Foot: 
AM  thefc  are  entert-iined  af  long  Tables,  fpre.id 
with  all  Sorts  of  Pf  vifiii,  and  Rum  and  Biandy 
•fly  ahont  at  a  Uv;{h  Ratr.  The  Prnc  iTion  of  car- 
ryi'ig  the  Corple  to  f)»e  Grave  is  in  i!  -s  Mnnner: 
When  they  come  w>thin  a  Qu<irter  of  a  Mile  of 
the  Church,  they  are  met  by  the  Parfon,  who  walks 
beloie  them  finpiirg  a  Pfalnn,  all  the  Company  j  in- 
i'lg  with  him.  In  every  Church  Yard  there  is  a 
Crofs,  round  which  they  go  three  Times  before 
they  enter  the  Church.  Butthefe  are  the  Funerals 
^of  the  better  Sort,  for  the  Poor  are  carried  only  on 
a  Bier,  with  an  old  Blanket  round  them,  fallened' 
"iogether  with  a  Skewer. 

Having  mentioned  that  there  is  no  Church  Yard 
-without  a  Crofs,  I  canno'  forbear  tiklng  Notice 
that  there  is  none  which  ferves  not  alfo  for  a  Com- 
mon to  the  Parfon's  Cattle  :  all  his  Hoifes,  Cows 
and  Sheep  grazing  there  perpetuallv.  So  ftrangely 
are  Religion  and  Rufticity  mingled  together  in  this 
IHand! 

Here,  in  Juftice  to  thefe  poor  People,  I  mufl:  ac- 
quaint my  Reader,  that  however  ftrange  their  Tra* 
dition  mav  feem  of  the  Ifland  being  once  inhabited 
by  Giants,  my  own  Eyes  were  Witnefs  of  fome- 
tliing  which  docsno*-  a  Utile  keep  it  in  Countenance. 
As  they  were  digi{ing  a  new  V  lult  in  Kirk  Braddon 
Church  Yard,  there  was  found  the  Leg  Bone  of  a  ^ 
Man  very  near  four  Feet  in  Length  from  the  Ancle 
to  the  Knee.  Nothing  but  ocular  Demonftration 
could  have  convinced  me  of  the  Truth  of  it,  but 
the  Natives  feemed  little  to  regard  it,  having,  as 
they  faid,  frequently  dug  up  Bones  of  the  fame 
Si/.e. 

They 
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They  told  me,  that  but  a  few  Months  before  my 
Aiiival,  there  was  four.d  undei  Kirk  Carbra  Church 
Yard,  a  human  Head  of  a  nionftrous  Circumfer- 
ence, that  a  Bulhel  would  hardly  cover  il ;  andthit 
nothing  was  more  common,  when  they  were  dig- 
ging, than  to  throw  up  Ribs  and  Hands  conform- 
able to  the  Leg  I  had  feen. 

As  it  is  a  received  Opinion,  that  the  Ant'idelwoiafis 
infinitely  exceeded  the  Stature  of  Mortals  fince  the 
Hood,  I  can  reconcile  thefe  Prodigies  no  otherwife 
to  Reafon,  than  by  judging  them  to  be  the  Remains 
of  thofe  who  lived  in  the  fiift  Ages  of  the  World; 
and  that,  by  a  Virtue  peculiar  to  this  Earth,  had 
been  preferved  thus  long  unperifhed  ;  as  they  feem 
to  make  evident  in  the  Example  before  recited,  of 
a  Man  whofe  very  Flefh  and  Cloaths  remained  un- 
Gorrupted  for  the  Space  of  more  than  lOo  Years. 

Their  Markets  are  kept  on  Saturday s^  but  there  is 
little  Butcher's  Meat  to  be  bought  by  the  fingle 
Joint;  moft  of  the  Housekeepers  who  do  not  bring 
up  Cattle  themfelves,  join  three  or  four  or  more  of 
them  together,  according  as  their  Families  are  in 
Largenefs,  and  buy  a  Carcafe;  but,  as  I  before  ob- 
ferved,  they  are  Perfons  of  Confideration  who  eat 
any  at  all,  the  Natives  in  general,  both  Rich  and 
Poor,  and  many  of  the  Irijh  who  inhabit  in  the 
Ifland,  living  almrft  wholly  on  Herrings  md  Pota- 
toes: the  f  rmer  of  which  are  pickled  up  in  the  Sea- 
fon,  and  laft  the  whole  Year. 

This  Ifland,  therefrrp,  may  be  faid  to  fit  all  Con- 
ditions and  all  Difpofitioiis,  the  Poor  and  the  Par- 
fimonious  may  live  as  cheap  and  as  miferable  as  they 
wifli ;  and  People,  who  have  full  Pockets  and  ele- 
gant Taftes,  need  want  nothing  to  indulge  the  Lux- 
vry  of  the  moft  Epicurean  Appetite. 

Nor 
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Nor  does  the  t?.ye  wartt  it*s  Entertainmert  too; 
fho'  there  are  no  Plays  nor  magnificent  Sights  to 
dazzle  it,  here  is  every  Charm  that  Nature  can  be- 
llow, Rocks,  Vales,  Mountains,  Rivers,  Gardens, 
fcatferrd  pvor>  ifcuoufly  in  the  moft  beautiful,  tho* 
wild.  Variety  imaginable,  tlie  Groves  indeed,  in 
which  'Lovers- are  faid  fo  much  to  delight  them- 
fe!ves,  Miey  cannot  boaft  of,  having,  as  I  faid  be- 
fore, no  Trees;  but  then  there  are  a  thoufand  a- 
greeable  Shades  from  the  Mountains,  and  every 
where,  except  in  Towns,  the  moft  charming  Soli- 
tude imaginable. 

They  have  alfo  one  very  great  Happlnefs  here, 
vhich  is,  the  not  bting  infefted  with  Robbers; 
here  are  neither  Highwaymen  ncr  Houfebreakers, 
flnd  a  Man  may  leave  his  Doors  unbapred,  or  travel 
the  Ifland  round,  without  the  leaft  Danger  of  lofing 
his  Money  or  his  Life. 

Silence,  Solitude  and  Security  being  the  Friends 
of  Contemplaticn,  I  fancy,  if  feme  of  our  great 
Poets  would  take  a  Trip  hither  fometimes,  they 
would  find  their  Account  in  it,  and  confefs  the  Im- 
provements their  Genius  would  receive  in  pafTing 
a  few  Months  in  a  Place  fo  retired,  and  at  the  fame 
Time  fo  romantick,  would  very  well  compenfate 
for  a  ihort  Abfence  from  thofe  noify  Pleafures, 
which  rather  ferve  to  diftraO:  than  any  Way  to  in- 
form the  Mind. 

Nor  willany  one  deny  there  can  be  a  Place  more 
proper  for  aHermit,  becaufe  here  are  no  Tempta- 
tions to  allure  him  from  his  Cell,  but  he  may  pafs 
his  Nights  and  Days  entirely  unirterruptcd;  and, 
as  there  are  Aill  many  of  thofe  pious  Men  in  the 
World,  it  muft  be  thro'  Ignorance  of  this  Ifland, 
that  none  of  them  made  Choice  of  it  at  prefentj 
F  I  fay 
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I  fay  at  prefent,  becaufe  I  have  been  fWewn  aH»le 
on  the  Side  of  a  Kock  ntzr  Krrk  Maroajt  Mountzinsy 
A^hichthey  fay  was  formerly  the  HabitaUon  of  one 
who  had  retired  from  the  Con verfe  of  Mankind, 
and  devoted  himfclf  entirely  to  Prayer  and  Medi- 
tation. 

What  feems  to  prove  this  Conje8:ure  is  not  with- 
out Foundation,  is,  that  there  is  ftill  to  be  feen  a 
Hollow,  ciit  out  on  the  Side  of  a  Rock,  with  a 
round  Stone  at  one  End  in  the  Shape  of  a  Pillow, 
which-renders  it  highly  probable  to  haA^e  been  the 
hard  Lodging  of  one  of  thofe  holy  Perfons  who 
have  forgone  all  the  Gaieties  andPleafures  of  Life, 
and  chofe  to  mortify  the  Body  for  Sake  of  the  Soul. 

Every  Thing  indeed  confp'peto* prove  that  Reli- 
gion was  once  in  very  gre«at  Splendour  in  this  Ifland, 
but  there  are  now  Utile  Remains  of  it,  except  in 
that  blind  Obedience  paid  to  the  Clergy,  of  which 
1  have  fully  treated,  and  the  implicit  Faith  they 
give  to  every  Thing  delivered  from  a  Man  in  fa- 
ired Order.  Among  ileniany  Impcfitions  put  up- 
on their  CreduUtv,  perhaps  the  following  "Narrative 
may  be  ac  Inftance. 

In  a  wild  and  barren  Field'between  Ballifletcher 
and  Ldhnclegerey  there  was  a  Uttge  Stone  Crofs,  but 
-in  the  many  Changes  and  Rcvclutions  which  have 
^happened  in  the  Ifland^  has  been  broke  down,  and 
Part  of  it  is  loft;  but  there  ftill  r -mains  the  Crofs 
Part.  This  has  feveral  Times  b<-fii  attempted. to 
be  removed  by  Perfons  who  pretended  a  Clainl  to 
whatevtT  was  on  that  Ground,  and  wanted  ^this 
'Piece  of  Stone:  But  all  their  Endeavours  have  been 
iinfuccefsful,  nor  could  the  ftrongeft  Team  of 
Horfes  be  able  to  remove  it,  though  Irons  were 
hipped  about  it  for  that  Purppfe.  One  Day,  fays 
-cXradition^  a  great  -Number  of  .People  being  ga- 
thered 
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thered  about  It,  contriving  new  Methods  for  the 
taking  it  away,  a  very  venerable  old  Man  appeared 
among,  the  Crowd,  and  feeing  a  Boy  of  about  fix 
or  feven  Years  of  Age,  hebad  him  put  hi:  Hand  to 
the  Stone,  which  the  Child  doing,  it  immediately 
turned  under  his  Touch,  and  under  it  was  found  a 
Sheet  of  Paper,  on  which  were  written  thefe 
Words,  Fear  God,  obey  the  Priejihood,  and  do  by 
your  Neighbour  as  you  -would  have  him  do  to  you.  E- 
very  Body  prefent  was  in  the  utmoft  Surprize, efpe- 
cially,  when  looking  for  the  old  Man,  in  order  to 
afk  him  fome  Queftions  concerning  the  miraculous 
Removal  of  the  Stone,  he  was  not  to  be  found, 
the*  it  was  not  a  Minute  that  they  had  taken  their 
Eyes  off  him,  and  there  was  neither  Hotife  nor 
Hut  in  a  great  Didance,  where  he  could  polTibly 
have  concealed  himfelf.  The  Paper  was  howevtr 
carefully  preferred,  and  carried  to  the  Vicar,  who 
wrote  Copies  of  it,  and  difperfed  them  over  the 
Ifland.  They  tell  you,  that  they  arc  of  fuch  won- 
derful Virtue  to  whoever  wears  them,  ihat  on  what- 
ever Bufinefs  they  go,  they  are  certain  of  Succcfs. 
They  alfo  defend  from  Wit<:hcraft,  evil  Tongues, 
and  all  Efforts  of  the  Devil  or  his  Agents,  and  that 
a  Woman  wearing  one  of  them  in-  her  Bofom, 
while  (he  is  pregnant,  ihall  by  no  Accident  what- 
ever lofe  the  Fruit  of  her  Womb. 

In  a  Creek,  between  two  high  Rocks,  which  o- 
verlook  the  Sea  on  this  Side  of  the  Ifland,  they  tell 
you  alfo  that  Mermen  and  Mermaids  have  been 
frequently  feen.  Many  furprizing  Stories  6f  thefe 
amp4iibious  Creatures  have  I  been  told  here,  as  well 
ai  at  Fort  Iron\  butthe  (Irangeft  of  all  is  this. 

Avery  beautiful  Mermaid,  fay  they,  became  fo 
much  enamoured  of  a  young  Man  who  ufed  to  at- 
tend his  Sheep  on  thefe  Rocks,  that  (he  would  fre- 
quently come  ar.d  fit  down  by  him,  bring  him  Pieces 
F  2  "  of 
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of  Coral,  fine  Pearls,  and  what  w.ere  yet  greafcr 
CurioHties,  and  of  infinitely  more  Value,,  had  they 
fallen  into  the  Hands  of  a  Perfon  who  knew  their 
Worth,  Shells  of  various  Forms  and  Figures,  and 
fo  glorious  in  their  Colours  and  Shine,  that  they; 
even  dazzled  the  Eye  that  looked  upon  them.  Her 
Prefents  were  accompanied  with  Smiles,  Patfings 
of  the  Cheek,  and  all  the  Marks  of  a  mofl  fincere 
and  fender  Pafaon;  but  one  Day  throwing  her  Arms 
more  than  ordinarily  eager  about  him,  he  began  to 
be  frighted,  that  (he  had  a  Defign  to  draw  him  in- 
to the  Sea,  and  ftruggled  'till  he  difengaged  him- 
felf,  and  then  ran  a  good  many  Paces  from  her, 
which  Behaviour  fhe  refented  fo  highly,  it  <eems, 
that  fhe  took  up  a  Stone,  and  after  throwing  it  at 
him,  glided  into  her  more  proper  Element,  and  was 
never  feen  on  Land  again.  But  the  poor  Youth, 
tho'  but  (lightly  hit  with  the  Stone,  felt  from  that 
Moment  fo  exceflive  a  Pain  in  his  Bowels,  that  the 
Cry  was  never  out  of  his  Mouth  for  fevcn  Days,  at 
the  End  of  which  he  died. 

Nor  is  there  any  Necefllty  for  one  who  is  lefs  m 
Love  with  Solitude  to  pafs  his  Time  wholly  in  it. 
Rude  and  favage  as  I  have  defcribed  the  Cuftoms 
and  Manners  of  this  People  to  be,  there  are  yet 
fome  Exceptions  to  that  general  Rule;  infomuch, 
that  a  Perfon  always  brought  up  in  high  Li^e  may 
find  Companions  polite  and  qualified  enough  for  his 
Converfation  even  among  the  Natives;  but  then, 
as  the  chief  Towns  are  feldoai  without  fome  Gen- 
try, either  Englijlj,  IriJJ?  or  Scots,  tho'  the  greater 
Number  are  of  the  two  latter,  'tis  eafy  to  believe 
agreeable  Converfation  is  not  impoflible  to  be  found, 

A  very  great Eiierrvy  to  having  any  good  Fellow- 
{hip  with  one  anothfer,  is  the  Belief  the  Natives 
are  poffciTedof,  and  endeavour  to  infpire  into  every 
Body  elfe,  that  there  is  not  a  Creek  er  Cranny   in 
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the  Ifland  but  is  haunted  either  v/Ith  Fairies  ©r 
Ghoft?.  A  Perfon  is  thought  very  fool-hardy, 
who,  if  anvBufinefs  carries  him  to  the  North  Side, 
ventures  today  out  after  the  Clofe  of  Day.  They 
fay  fuch  a  Temerity  has  been  fatal  to  many :  and 
to  prove  it,  tell  you  a  long  Story  of  a  Min,  who, 
quarrelling  with  his  Neighbour,  they  went  out  to- 
gether toward  the  Sea  Side  to  decide  the  Matter 
with  their  Swords.  In  the  Combat,  the  one  hap- 
pened to  run  the  other  in  the  Btlly,  with  whicli 
Wound  he  fell,  and  the  Conqueror  was  about  to 
return  Home;  when  his  Wife  coming  to  the  Place, 
and  hearing  what  had  befallen,  ran  to  the  poor  Man, 
and  to  prevent  his  living  long  enough  to  relate  witii 
whom  he  had  fought,  tore  open  the  Wound  her 
Hufband  had  made,  and  plucked  out  his  Bowels. 
This  Murder,  they  fay,  was  never  difcovered  'till 
the  Author  of  it  confeffed  it  in  the  Agonies  of 
Death:  But  the  troubled  Spirit  of  the  Unrevenged 
continues  to  hover  about  the  Place  'till  this  Day. 
When  any  Paffengei  comes  near  his  Walk,  he 
comes  out,  and  demands  iVho's  there?  And  if  thft 
Perfon  fo  called  to  makes  Anfwer,  he  is  fure  not  to 
furvive  three  Days. 

Formerly  their  current  Money  was  Leather, 
which  every  Man  of  Subftance  was  entitled  to 
make  :  not  excepting  a  certain  Quantity  limitte(H>y 
a  Law  then  in  Force  :  This  had  no  other  Imprelfion 
than  the  Maker's  Name,  and  the  Date  of  the  Year. 
But  i\\<t  Manks  Money  fnce  current  are  Halfpence 
and  Pence,  of  a  bafe  mixed  Metal,  the  Impreflion 
and  Infcrip  ion  are  the  fame  on  both,  viz.  on  one 
Side  Three  L''gf,  commonly  called  The  Three  Legs 
cf  Man\  the  Infcription  on  that  Side  is  ^ocunque 
fcfferit  ftubity  which  the  Natives  tooUlhly  apply  to 
the  Poibire  of  the  Feet,  being  oppofitc  to  each 
Word;  but  the  true  Meaning  tome  feems  to  be, 
Carry  it  vjhere  you  v.'iJl,  it  won't  go  or  pafs.  On  the 
F  3  other 
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other  Side  of  the  Impreflion  is  a  Cap  of  Mainte- 
rance,  with  ah  Eagle  and  Chi'd^  the  Earl  of  Deri/s 
Crefl:,  the  Motto,  Sans  Cfi anger  \  which  Motto  the 
Mankfmen  would  transfer  from  the  original  Mean- 
ing, which  was  to  exprefs  the  un(haken  Loyaltv  of 
the  Hoiife  of  Statilyy  to  imply  their  own  Stedfutl- 
nefs:  But  if  it  is  to  be  taken  in  the  latter  Senfe,  I 
lliail  rather  think  it  only  implies  the  intri^^fick 
Worthleflhefs  of  their  Coin,  for  which  there  is  no 
Change  to  begot. 

Silver  and  Gold  are  Metals  they  had  little  Ac- 
quaintance with,  'lill  the  Troubles  of  England^  in 
the  Reign  of  Charles  I.  at  which  Time  feverai  Per- 
fons  taking  Shelter  in  this  1(1  md,  bringing  over  great 
Quantities,  made  it  more  familiar  to  them.  But  to 
this  Day  the  Natives  trade  little  in  cither  of  them. 

There  was,  however, one  Perfon  who  difcovered 
fo  gr.at  a  Regard  for  the  purer  Metals,  that  he  bu- 
ried a  great  Number  of  Spanijh  Pieces  of  Eighf, 
•  id  Moydores,  in  a  Hole  in  the  Earth  near  the  Ca- 
I'tle,  which  about  too  Years  fince  were  found  by 
the  Workmen  who  were  diegiug  to  eoilarge  the 
Earl  of  Derby's  Wine  VauUs;  but  not  knowing  what 
to  make  of  them,  by  Reafon  they  had  loft  their  Co- 
lour, carried  them  to  the  Overfeer  of  the  Works,, 
who,  I  hear,  was  not  quite  fo  ignorant  of  their 
Worth. 

At  the  fame  Time  they  tell  you  were  aKo  found 
shout  1 6  Yards  deep  fro-m  the  Suiiace,  a  Pair  of 
Shoes  made  cf  Brafs,  but  not  fuch  a  monflrous 
Length  and  Bignefs,  that  they  would  have  over- 
fitted  the  Feet  of  the  Giants  fet  up  in  Guild  Hall  in 
Lojrden-y  and  this,  among  other  Thirg?;,  fervcs  to 
prove  the  vaft  Staturf  of  the  Jntidelutjianf,  fcr-they 
will  have  it  this  Ifland  was  inhabited  before  the 
Flood,  as  I  have  already  remarked, 
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Ilhall  now  prefent  my  Reader  with  two  or  three 
Inftances  more  of  their  Credulity,  to  the  End,  he 
may  be  as  perfeftly  acquainted  with  a  Native  of  the 
Ifie  of  Man,  as  if  he  had  lived  among  them  as  I  have 
done. 

In  the  Days  of  Enchantment,  fay  they,  a  certain 
great  Magician  had  by  his  Art  raifedfor  himfeif  the 
mort  magnificent  Palace  that  ever  Eye  beheld:  but 
none  who,  either  out  of  Curiority,  or  a  Defire  of 
being  entertained  there,  went  to  it,  but  was  imme- 
diately converted  into  Stone,  or  at  leaft  had  the  Ap- 
pearance of  it;  So  implacable  an  Enemy  was  the 
wicked  Mafter  of  it  to  all  his  own  Species,  being 
ferred  only  by  infernal  Spirits.  He  became  at  length 
fo  much  the  Terror  of  the  whole  Ifland,  that  no 
Perfon  would  "venture  to  live  or  pafs  within  feveral 
Leagues  of  this  Habitation,  To  that  all  that  Side  of 
the  Country  was  in  a  Manner  defolate,  to  thegr^at 
Lofsand  Detriment  of  the  Place  in  general.  I  his 
had  continued  for  the  Space  of  three  Years,  when 
an  Accident,  or  rather  the  peculiar  Direction  of 
Divine  Providence,  was  pleafed  in  Mercy  to  deliver 
them  from  the  Tetrors  of  fo  cruel  a  Neighbour. 

A  poor  Man,  whom  one  may  juAly  term  a  Pil- 
grim, having  nothing  to  fubGil  on  but  wh.^t  he  pro- 
cured by  imploring  the  Ch;iri;y  of  thofe  a'tjle  to  af- 
ford him  Succour,  happening  to  travel  on  that  SiJe 
of  the  Idand,  not  knowing  aiiy  Thing  of  the  FaT-n^^ 
C'f  this  Enchanter,  and  perctiving  no  Houfe  inha- 
bited, nor  any  Cott/.ge  even  where  he  miglit  get  a 
Lodging,  and  it  growing  darK,  he  was  in  terrible 
Aiprehcnfions  of  being  neceifuated  to  take  up  his 
Lodgiig  on  thofe  bleak  Mountains  I  have  already 
deftf  ibed;  yet  wandering  on  as  long  as  Light  per- 
jr/ittto;  in  Hopes  of  better  Fortune,  he,  at  lall, 
cam-  v.'i;h;n  Sight  of  this   Place,  which  filled  his 

Heart 
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Heart  with  much  Joy.  Conning  nearit,  he  beheld. 
Isrge  Pia«2.afr  vii«hich  furrounded  ihat  magnificent 
Building,  and  believing;  thefe  m'ght  ferve  for  his 
Refting-place,  without  being  troublefome  to  any  of 
the  ServantF,  whofc  churlith  Difpofuions  in  other 
Places  did  not  always  afford  a  ready  Welcome  to 
Strangers,  he  chofe  rather  to  content  himfelf  with 
reHing  his  wearied  Li  nabs  on  the  Marble  Floor, 
than  entreat  a  Reception  into  any  of  the  Barns, 
which  perhaps  might  be  denied.  In  a  Word,  he 
fat  down  on  a  Bench  in  one  of  thofe  Piazzas,  and 
finding  himfelf  hungry,  took  out  of  his  Pouch  a 
Piece  of  Meat  and  Bread,  which  he  had  begged  at 
the  laftTown  he  paffed  thro*.  He  had  alfo  a  little 
Salt,  which,  by  dipping  his  Meat  in  the  Dark,  he 
happened  to  fpill  fome  on  the  Floor,  on  which  he 
heard  the  moft  terrible  Groans  ilTue  from  the  Earth 
beneath,  vaft  Winds  fcemed  to  be  let  loofe  from 
every  Quarter  of  the  Element,  all  the  Face  of 
Heaven  was  deformed  with  Lightnings,  the  moft 
dreadful  Thunder  rattled  over  his  Head,  and  in  lefs 
than  a  Moment  this  fine  Palace,  with  all  its  proud 
and  lofty  Pizzas,  Porticos,  and  Brazen  Doors,  va- 
nifhed  into  the  Air,  and  he  found  himfelf  in  the 
midft  of  a  wide,  defart,  mountainous  plain,  without 
the  leaft  Appearance  of  any  thing  he  had  formerly 
feen.  Surprifed  as  he  was,  he  inftantly  betook  him- 
felf to  his  Prayers,  nor  removed  from  his  Knees  till 
Day  began  to  break;  when  after  thanking  God  for 
bringing  him  fafe  through  the  Dangers  of  the  Ni^ 
paft,  he  made  what  fpeed  he  could  to  the  next  Vil- 
lage, and  relating  the  A-lventure  juft  as  it  was  to  the 
Inhabitants,  they  could  not  at  fiift  give  credit  to 
v/hat  he  faid,  but  going  in  great  Numbers  towards 
the  Place  where  the  Palace  of  the  Necromancer  had 
flood,  they  were  convinced,  and  joined  in  Prayers 
and  Thankfgiving  for  fo  great  a  Deliverance. 
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It  Was  prefently  concluded  '^ronn  what  the  'Ml^frim- 
faid,  that  the  Salt  fpilt  on  t}:e  Ground  had  occafi- 
»nedthis  DilTolulion  of  the  Palace';  and  for  that 
Reafon,  Salt  has  ever  fince  been  in  fuch  Eftimation 
anfiong  them,  that  no  Perfon  will  go  out  on  any  ma- 
terial Affair  without  taktns^  fome  '11  their  Pockets, 
much  lefs  remove  from  c  ne  Hcufe  to  another,  marry, 
put  out  a  Child,  or  take  one  to  nurfe  without  Salt 
being,  mutually  interchanged;  nay,  tho'  a  poor 
Creature  be  almoft  famifh*d  in  the  Streets,  he  will 
not  accept  any  Food  you  will  give  him,  unlefs  you 
join  Salt  to  the  reft  of  your  Benevolence.  This  is 
fo  univerfal  a  thing  arrvong  them,  that  a  Perfon  can- 
not be  three  D^ysin  this  ^aW  without  being  a  Wit- 
nefs  of  the  Truth  of  it,  and  on  afking  the  Meaning 
of  hich  a  Veneration  for  Salt,  will  be  told  this  Story 
ap  I  have  rebated  it,  -which  fhould  any  one  feem  to 
«loubt  the  Truth  of,  he  would  incur  the  Cenfure  of 
the  Inhabitaits  as  a  very  prophane  Perfon,  and  a 
Man  who  believed  neither  God  nor  Devil. 

A  Perfon  at  his  flrft  coming  to  this  IJijirJ^.  would 
be  ftrangcly  amazed  at  tlie  little  Complaifance,  they 
pay  to  the  weaker  Sex  ;  the  Men  riding  always  to 
Market  on  Horfeb^ck  with  their  Crfi?>  on  each  Side 
of  their  Horfes  full  of  Fowls,  Butter,  Fggs,  or  what- 
ever they  bring  thither  to  Difpofcof,  and  the  Wo- 
men foil  wing  thera  on  Foot  over  Rocks,  Moun- 
tains, Bo^s,  Sloughs,  and  thro'  very  deep  Rivers, 
and  all  this  without  either  Shoes  or  Stockings,  carry- 
ing thefe  fupc-ifiuous  Coverings,  as  they  term  them, 
under  thiir  Arms,  till  they  come  near  th?Market- 
Town  ;  then  they  fit  down  all  together  on  the  fide 
of  a  Hill,  and  put  them  on  for  Fafhion-Sake,  and 
let  down  their  Petticoats  alfo,  which  before  were 
tucked  up  higher  than  their  Knees,  ..for  the  Conve- 
nience of  wading  through   the  Rivers,  and  to  pre- 
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They  told  me  that  a  famous  Enchantrefs,  fojourn- 
iiig  in  this  Iflindj  but  in  what  Year  they  were  Igno-- 
rant,  had,  by  herdiaboh'cal  Arts, made  herfelt  appear 
fo  lovely  in  the  Eyes  of  Men,  thatfheenfnared  the 
Hearts  of  all  that  beheld  her  The  Paflion  they  had 
for  her  fo  took  up  all  their  Time,  that  they  en- 
tirely ncglefted  their  ufu,il  Occupations ;  neither 
ploughed  nor  fowed;  neither  built  Houfes  nor  re-  . 
paired  them  ;  their  Gardens  were  overgrown  with 
Weeds,  and  their  once  fertile  Fields  were  covered  ' 
with  ftones  ;•  their  Cattle  died  for  want  of  Fafture, 
their  Turf  lav  in  the  Bowels  of  thc-Earth  undug  for ; 
and  every  Things  had  the  Appearance  of  an  utter 
Defolation  ; :  even  Propagation  ceafed,  for  no  Man 
could  have  the  lead  Inclination  for  any  Woman  but 
this  univcrfal  Gharmer,  who  fmiled  on  them,  per- 
mitted them  to  follow  her,  and  gave  every  one  Uave. 
H>  hope  himfelf  would  be  at  laft  the  hgppy  He. 

When  (lie  had  thus  allured  the  Male  partof  the 
IJ!and,  fhe  pretended  one  Day  to  go  a  Progrefs. 
through  the  Provinces,  and  being  attended  by  all  her 
Adorers  onFoot,  while  fHe  rode  on  a  milfc  white  Pal- 
frey, in  a  Kirjd  of  Triumph  at  the  Head  of  them, 
{he  led  them  into  a  deep  River,  which  by  her  Art 
fhe  made  feem  paffable;  and  when  they  were  ail 
Gome  a  good  way  in  it,  (he  caufed  a  fudden  Wind 
to  rife,  which  driving  the  V/^ters  in  fuch  Abun-- 
dance  to  one  Place,  fwallowed  up  the  poor  Lovers  to 
the  Number  of  600,  jn  their  tumultuous  Waves. 
After  which,  the  Sorcerefs  was  feen^by  fome  Pcrfons 
who  ftood  on  the  Shore,  to  convert  herfelf  intaa 
Bat,  and  fly  through  the  Air  till  (he.  was  out  of  fi-ght, 
as  did  her  Palfrey  into  a  Sea-Hog  or  Porpoife,  and« 
inftantly  plunged  itfelf  to  the  Bottom  (^  the  Stream*. 

To  prevent  any  fuch  like  Accident  for  the  future, 
thtfe  wife  People  have  ordained  their  Women  to  go; 
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on  Foot,  and  followj  wherefoever  their  Lords  the 
M^n  ihall  lead ;  and  this  Cuftom  is  fo  religioufly 
obferved,  as  indeed  all  their  Traditions  are,  that  if 
by  Chance  a  Woman  is  before,  whoever  fees  her, 
cries  out  immediately,  Tehi!  Tegi !  Teki!  Tegi! 
'Which  it  feems,  was  the  Naitie  of  that  Enchantreft 
which'  occafionedthe  Law  among  them. 

Bat  in  my  Opinion,  there  is  little  Occafion  at  this 
Day  for  putting  it  in  Praftice ;  for  how  much  fo- 
ever  the  Natives  of  Man  might  formerly  <levote 
themfelves  to  the  Will  and  Pleafure  of  their  Mis- 
treffes,  they  now  ufe  them  with  fo  little  Ceremony, 
that  I  wonder  how  thefe  f^or  (i|eatures  can  ever 
iakeany  Felicity  of  Love ;  or  indeen,  can  be  brought 
to  endure  thf  Marriage-Yoke,  where  there  is  fo  lit- 
tle Compenfation  for  the  Servilities  it  reduce  them 
Vtq,  in  ^^itip^te  fq  ^;>c(aru^t*o^s  to  their  Swi%V^, 

They,  tell  you  alfo,^  that  their  Ijland  was  once 
much  lar^tr  than'it  is  a't  prefer t;  but' that  a  Magi- 
cian, who^lid  erreat  Power  over  it,  and  committed 
-many  Wonderful  and  horrible^  Things,  and 'being 
oppofedby  one  who  was  a  Fniend^o  trRw-PJa-ceji^d, 
at  iength  overcame  by  him;  he,  in  revenge  raifed- 
a^firriotfs-WindfTTcrt  only  in  the  Air,  but  alfo  in  the 
Bdfcm'of  the  Earth,  which  rendering  it,  tore  off 
fevefai^ieces,  wHich  floating  in  the  Sea,  in  Procefs 
of  Tirne  were  converted  into  Stone,  and  became 
thofe  jttocks,  .whieh  are  now  fo  dangerous  to  Ship- 
pin?'.'  The  fnmller  j'r^gments,  thc^  fay,  are  Sands 
which  'Waving^M^amJ  down,  are  at  tfemetimes  to 
be  '.err;  and  at'flfcers,  fhift  themfelves  far  off  »he 
€oart.  They  mttjnt-ain  th ct  it  was  on  one  of  thefe 
that  the  late  YL.\^WiUiam  had  like  to  have  perjlp,?d, 
and  ftrengthen  this  S^^ftion  by  the  Trya!  of 'jhe 
Pilotr,'  who  muff  rnfaTlrWrhave  been  hang'd^^f  *on 
{idOi  Skaminarticm  of  'all  the  Charts,  there  hadj>eei\| 
in  any'of  thenrtpe  V^^A>mention  made  of  afly  mch 
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Sands;  but  however  th?,t  be,  ll>e  fi'atiiT^  Ruins  hA</e 
ever  fiiice  r^raain'd,  and  fr6m  r.  leike;  are -callei^ 

Ji'ng  IFiUtanCs  Sahds-^i    T.'    i;  ii  : 

Ard  now,  I  believe,  rtiy  Reader  uillbe  almoft 
as  mucji  tired  wiih  reading  this  Defcript-on  as  lam 
with  Wrjjting  't;  and  having  noihing  moreto  faf, 
that  I  can  flatter  mvfelf  will  be  either  inftrutiivt  or 
enter taining-  io\\\tn^-0\A\  take  my  leave,  wrfhingflo 
Gentleman, whcH^'i  ever  known  the  polite. pleaiure^ 
of  Life,  may  ^Ter-ve  fo  ill  of  Heaven  as  to  be 
<3riveiiinto  this^ani{h'ment  through  Neceffity;  tho* 
I  think  it  Hvill^i^ot  be  lofs  of  Ttme  to  thofe  who 
travel  in  Searclilpf  Wonders  of-  Nature,  to  take  a 
Trip  to  it,  (inceT  believe  there;  is  no  Place  whatfdv 
jevef,  in  the  known  World,^bouj]ds  vith^»erethah 
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